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BLACKWATER 

We are a vibrant family oriented community, 

recognised as the ‘Coal Capital of 

Queensland’ and known for the hidden 

wonders of our natural landscape.  

 
WHERE CAN YOU FIND US? 

We are located in the Central Highlands region 

and situated 190 kilometres west of Rockhampton 

on the Capricorn Highway. Our town lies in the 

south eastern section of the vast Bowen Basin 

coal reserve, which covers almost 60,000 square 

kilometres of Central Queensland.  

 

HOW DID BLACKWATER BEGIN? 

Our human heritage stretches back thousands of 

years from when indigenous people first lived on 

this land. The famous explorer Ludwig Leichhardt 

passed through the district in 1845 and observed 

the ‘beds of coal’ in the area.  

 

Shortly after, the first European settlers arrived to 

develop farming and cattle grazing. In 1876, the 

railway extended westwards from Rockhampton 

and Blackwater was first established as a small 

township in 1886. It is reported our town was 

named after the local creek waters that were 

stained a dark colour from the native ti-trees.  

 

For the next 80 years, Blackwater served as a 

railway ‘whistle-stop’ and a rural centre for 

surrounding pastoral properties. Cattle saleyards 

were opened in the 1950s to support a thriving 

grazing industry. When coal mining roared into 

production in the 1960s, the town transformed 

into a vibrant and booming mining community. 

 

 

WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY UNIQUE? 

We are a friendly and caring community, mainly 

comprised of young families. We enjoy living in a 

safe and comfortable town. We value family life 

and appreciate our schools, which have a strong 

focus on friendship and encouraging community 

support and involvement.  

 

Our population totalled 5,599 by 2010 with 5,461 

people living in Blackwater and 138 in the 

surrounding rural area. 

 

We look for opportunities to enjoy the great 

outdoors through sports or recreational activities 

such as picnics, camping, water-sports and 

bushwalking at nearby places like the Bedford 

Weir and the magnificent Blackdown Tablelands 

National Park. 

A significant community asset is the stunning $9M 

Blackwater International Coal Centre (BICC). 

Generously funded by government and mining 

sources, it not only showcases our coal mining 

industry to the world but provides insights into the 

history of our early settlers. The BICC offers an 

exciting interactive learning experience for 

families, young and old, locals and tourists alike.  

Our affiliation with our Japanese sister city, 

Fujisawa Town, is reflected in our spectacular 

traditional Japanese gardens, reputed to be the 

best of their kind in Queensland. 

As a symbol of the diversity of the people in our 

community who strive for unity and cohesion, 37 

flags representing the nationalities who worked 

together to establish the coal industry in our area 

are displayed together in Lions Park. 
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WHERE DO OUR PEOPLE LIVE AND WORK? 

Around 40 per cent of our work-force are 

employed in the mining industry. Over the years, 

beginning in the 1960s and again in the 2000s, 

there have been surges in mining production.  

Most of our remaining work-force provides 

services for local and neighbouring communities 

such as Bluff and Dingo. Blackwater has a well-

developed business and retail centre and 

significant education facilities also offering further 

employment opportunities.  

Our area is serviced by the Blackwater Shopping 

Centre, Council office, schools to Year 12, 

churches, a hospital, emergency services, 

Courthouse and Civic Centre. We have a wide 

variety of recreational, cultural, sporting and 

leisure groups and facilities including an Arts and 

Crafts Centre, swimming pool and sporting fields. 

Families can take advantage of the well-

established parks and BBQ areas which have a 

variety of playground equipment and shaded 

activities. 

HOW DO WE GET AROUND? 

The transport lifelines which sustain our town and 

surrounding area are railway and road. Heavy-

haul railway lines were built from Blackwater to 

the coalfields, which carries coal by electric trains 

315 kilometres to the coast. The regular sight of 

coal trains over a kilometre long trundling towards 

the port of Gladstone are a constant reminder of 

the region’s prosperity. From Gladstone, the coal 

is exported to customers all over the world.  

By road, we are only a two hour drive from 

Rockhampton (190 kilometres) and 80 kilometres 

from Emerald, where regular flights are available 

from well-serviced airports in both centres. 

Parents can enjoy ‘peace of mind’ as children can 

ride their bikes in safety. Walking and cycling are 

made easy with ample paths and tracks.   

BLACKWATER – A JOURNEY INTO THE 

FUTURE 

As we look to the future, we will continue to enjoy 

the benefits of living in a family-friendly and 

optimistic community which is committed to the 

well-being and sustainability of our town and 

surrounding rural area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This signpost was created as a brief introduction to our 

town/locality. Information was accessed from a variety of 

sources including tourist brochures, web-sites and local 

people. 

Disclaimer: Every effort has been taken to ensure this information 

sheet is free from error and/or omission at the date of printing.  

Council is not responsible for loss experienced by persons or 

organisations acting or refraining from action as a result of this 

information.  


