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GEMFIELDS 
We are defined by our caring and welcoming   

communities, our relaxed and unique lifestyle 

and famous for fossicking and our quality 

sapphires and gemstones.   

 

 

WHERE CAN YOU FIND US? 

The Gemfields covers almost 900 square 

kilometres and includes the communities of 

Anakie, Willows Gemfields, Sapphire and 

Rubyvale as well as stretching westward to 

Bogantungan.  We are just a short drive west of 

Emerald along the Capricorn Highway and one of 

the major tourist destinations in the Central 

Highlands region.  

HOW DID GEMFIELDS BEGIN? 

The earliest inhabitants of the Gemfields area and 

traditional owners of the land very likely knew of 

the existence of the sapphires but it wasn’t until 

the 1800s that this magnificent resource started 

to receive attention from prospectors.  

Early European settlement of the area dates from 

the mid 1800s and mainly began with sheep 

grazing. In the 1870s sapphires were discovered 

at Retreat Creek and by the late 1880s the 

development of gemstone mining began to 

increase the population across the area.    

By 1903, gemstone fossicking was centred 

around Retreat and Policeman Creeks with the 

rapid expansion of the Gemfields area taking 

place in the period from 1905-1912.  In 1902, the 

Anakie Sapphire Fields were declared a mining 

area and around this time the townships of 

Sapphire and Rubyvale were prospering.   

As the Gemfields became more widely known 

and access to the region became easier, 

gemstone mining and production further 

expanded. 

Today, the Gemfields is a major supplier of 

sapphires to the world market and attracts 

hundreds of tourists to try their luck at fossicking 

and to experience our relaxed lifestyle. 

WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY UNIQUE? 

The Gemfields is a truly unique area with four 

distinct smaller communities all built on the 

promise of our remarkably rich sapphire and 

gemstone deposits. There are many rich and 

colourful stories about the settlement and history 

of the area.  

Our population totalled 1,712 by 2010 with 1,302 

people living in our towns and 410 in the 

surrounding rural area. 

We are a friendly and caring community and have 

always helped each other in times of adversity 

and opportunity.  Our long tradition of supporting 

rural fire and emergency services and 

volunteering in our community, demonstrates our 

thoughtful nature and friendly way of life.  

While, there are many local amenities and 

facilities in the area, we continue to work together 

to strive for more services to continue improving 

our towns.  The Gemfields area features several 

community halls, a primary school, multi-purpose 

centre and some medical services.  

We encourage and support a number of sporting 

and recreational activities including football and 

tennis fixtures. Our climate and location allows us 

to take advantage of other outdoor activities 

including fishing, 4 -wheel driving, hiking, horse 

riding and climbing.       
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WHERE DO OUR PEOPLE LIVE AND WORK? 

The main economic activities in our area are 

sapphire and gemstone mining and production, 

with many miners living and working on their 

‘claims’. 

Tourism is a vital industry for the Gemfields and 

during the winter months our population swells as 

we welcome visitors to the area.  Our annual 

Gemfest is held to coincide with the peak in our 

tourist season.  This festival is a celebration of 

our community spirit and gemstone mining 

industry.   

There are cattle grazing and other agriculture 

activities in the area, which contributes to the 

entire Central Highlands economy.     

The expansion of coal mining in the Central 

Highlands has also seen a number of our people 

working in this industry.  

Some people work to provide community services 

and amenities as well as running small 

businesses including a number of galleries and 

jewellers, petrol station, caravan parks and 

general stores.   

HOW DO WE GET AROUND? 

Road travel is the main form of transport used in 

the area and vital for supporting the tourism and 

agriculture industries.    

Emerald is a short drive and our closest major 

centre where we can access specialist services 

and air services.  

Railway stations are located at Anakie and 

Willows Gemfields.  Tourists also access our area 

by rail service making the journey from 

Rockhampton to Longreach on the Spirit of the 

Outback.     

GEMFIELDS – A JOURNEY INTO THE 

FUTURE. 

As we look to the future, we will continue to foster 

our caring and welcoming communities, enjoy our 

unique relaxed lifestyle and work together to 

embrace and advance opportunities for the 

Gemfields area.   

 

 

 

 

This signpost was created as a brief introduction to our 

town/locality. Information was accessed from a variety of 

sources including brochures, web-sites and people. 

 
Disclaimer: Every effort has been taken to ensure this information 

sheet is free from error and/or omission at the date of printing.  

Council is not responsible for loss experienced by persons or 

organisations acting or refraining from action as a result of this 

information.  

 


