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Citation and commencement 

This planning scheme may be cited as the Central Highlands Planning Scheme 2016. 
 
A notice was published in the Government Gazette No. 41 on 4 March 2016 for the planning 
scheme for the Central Highlands Regional Council local government area.  
 
The commencement date for the planning scheme was 4 March 2016. 
 
Amendments to the planning scheme are included in Appendix 2 (Table of amendments). 
  

Community Statement 

The Central Highlands is located in the heart of Central Queensland and boasts welcoming 

communities, a diverse economy, pristine landscapes, expansive infrastructure and a climate 

that supports active healthy lifestyles.  

Spanning almost 60,000 square kilometres, the Central Highlands has rich mineral resources 

and sapphire producing areas along with diverse agricultural and pastoral industries.  The 

Sapphire Gemfields and Carnarvon Gauge National Park feature as key destinations for 

tourists visiting the region.   

Central Highlands is defined by 13 communities and their surrounding rural areas: Arcadia 

Valley, Bauhinia, Blackwater, Bluff, Capella, Comet, Dingo, Duaringa, Gemfields, Rolleston, 

Springsure and Tieri.   

By 2031, the region’s population is set to reach 40,900 climbing from 31,861 in 2011.  In line 

with the Central Highlands 2022 Community Plan, the regional vision is: 

In 2022… The Central Highlands is renowned for its diversity, liveability and prosperity, the 

region we are proud to call home! 

To realise this vision, Council will partner the community, government, business and industry 

to deliver on five regional outcomes to achieve: 

 Resourceful Vibrant Communities 

 Integrated Quality Infrastructure 

 Diverse Prosperous Economy 

 Healthy Natural Environment 

 Proactive Open Governance 

 

By 2031, the region is set to continue building a positive future by advancing these five 

outcomes as outlined in the Central Highlands 2022 Community Plan.   

These include: 

 Celebrating our diversity, lifestyle and heritage through strong social networks and 

active participation to nurture the well-being of our unique safe communities. 

 Connecting and servicing our communities with quality maintained infrastructure and 

integrated transport network, and through advanced telecommunications, innovative 

urban design and affordable housing choices. 
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 Boasting a thriving responsive economy led by innovation, leading edge technology 

and a skilled professional workforce that attracts continued investment across our 

diverse business, industry and tourism enterprises. 

 Actively enjoying our pristine scenic landscapes and open green spaces while 

responsibly managing our valued natural resources with innovative practices and 

sustainable planning. 

 Shaping our region through ongoing community engagement, proactive partnerships 

and strong leadership to enhance communication and decision making for equitable 

future planning 
 


