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1.0 Executive Summary
SITE AND PROPOSAL DETAILS 

ADDRESS 1443 Montrose Road, Capella QLD 4723
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION Lot 2 on SP252456
SITE AREA 73.54 Hectares (735,400m2)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT Central Highlands Regional Council
PLANNING SCHEME Peak Downs Shire Planning Scheme (Amendment 

No. 1– 2011)
ZONE Rural Zone
PRECINCT Not Applicable
SITE CONSTRAINTS Nil
PURPOSE UNDER PLANNING 
SCHEME

Development Permit for a Material Change of Use 
– Extractive Industry (Quarry) 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION The Development Permit will formalise the quarry 
operations which started operating in 1989 and 
already have a Permit from the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection (formerly 
Environmental Protection Agency).

LEASEHOLDERS Central Highlands Regional Council

ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT
TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
Material Change of Use Impact Assessable

APPLICANT DETAILS

APPLICANT CONTACT DETAILS APPROVED BY
Central Highlands Regional 
Council

SIGNATURE

Mr Patterson Ngwira
Land Development Officer
P: 07 4982 8358
M: 0429936794
E: pngwira@chrc.qld.gov.au

Michelle Webster
General Manager
P: 07 49806386
M: 0417646766
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1.1 INTRODUCTION
Central Highlands Regional Council has prepared this Information Response to address matters 
which have been raised by the Assessment Manager in its Information Requested dated 30 July 
2015 in accordance with Section 278 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009. Specifically, these 
matters have been addressed according to the numbering appearing in the Information Request 
mentioned above. 

Section 278 of SPA states:

“(1) If the applicant receives an information request from the assessment manager … (the 
requesting authority), the applicant must respond by giving the requesting authority –

(a)All of the information requested; or
(b)Part of the information requested together with a written notice asking the requesting 

authority to proceed with the assessment of the application; or
(c)A written notice-

(i) Stating that the applicant does not intend to supply any of information requested; and
(ii) Asking the requesting authority to proceed with the assessment of the application.”

Information Request:

1.  Provision of Development Plans as per IDAS Form 5
The IDAS Form 5 – ‘Material change of use assessable against a planning scheme’ – submitted 
as part of the development application confirmed that all mandatory supporting information had 
been provided in the application package. The form, as completed by the applicant, contains 
misleading representations, as no development plans were provided as part of the application 
package. The figures in the town planning report communicate assorted aerial imagery, cadastral, 
topographical and regional geology maps, and a schematic cross-section of the quarry. The 
provision of these figures is not deemed to comply with the statutory requirements for plans, as 
mandatory supporting information under IDAS Form 5.

It is requested that the following is provided in accordance with IDAS Form 5:
- A site plan drawn to an appropriate scale that shows all the items listed on IDAS Form 

5;

- Plans, where involving the reuse of existing buildings, showing the size, location, existing 
floor area, existing site cover, existing maximum number of storeys and existing maximum 
height above natural ground level of the buildings to be reused; and

- Plans, where involving the reuse of other existing work, showing the nature, location, 
number of on-site car parking bays, existing area of landscaping, existing type of vehicular 
cross-over, and existing type of vehicular servicing arrangement of the work to be reused.

It is critical that the abovementioned plans are provided for development assessment purposes, 
otherwise any resulting development approval package will be incomplete, as no development 
plans will exist to be approved by Council.

Information Response:
Refer to appendix 1 to this report. 

Information Request:

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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2.  Assessment against the Extractive Industry Code

Under  the  Peak  Downs  Shire  Planning  Scheme  (Amendment  No.1)  2011,  Part  6, 
Division 9 – Extractive Industry Code is deemed relevant to the development application. The 
town planning report has omitted the assessment of the development against the Extractive 
Industry Code, in accordance with matters that must be considered for impact assessable 
development applications under s314 of SPA. It is requested that the development is assessed 
in the context of the overall outcomes, specific outcomes and probable solutions of the 
Extractive Industry Code.

Information Response:
Under the Peak Downs Shire Planning Scheme (Amendment  No. 1) 2011,  the site is located in 
the Rural Zone (refer Figure 10). The overall outcomes sought for all Rural Zoned land are:
1. Agriculture and animal husbandry uses, are the dominant land uses within the Zone; 
2. Land is not provided with urban standard services;
3. Rural character, including rural and agricultural landscapes, is protected;
4. Overall water quality is maintained and enhanced where possible by the protection of 

natural features such as watercourses, soil landscapes and remnant vegetation and the 
spread or increase of weeds and pest animals is prevented;

5. Intensive agriculture and intensive animal husbandry uses locate in the Zone, provided 
that it is demonstrated through the application process that both on-site and off-site 
impacts of the development are managed so as not to pose a risk to the natural 
environment; 

6. Those Rural Uses which have significant smell, noise or other impacts are located away 
from towns to protect the amenity of those towns;

7. Extractive industry and mining activities continue to establish and operate in the Zone, 
particularly at Shepton Quarry, the reserve near Naumans Road, and the reserve of 
Beacon Hill; in accordance with the applicable Codes of the Planning Scheme;

8. Some non-rural uses such as recreational based uses, home based businesses, home 
host accommodation, educational or tourism related uses of a low intensity and scale, 
occur within the Zone where the Specific Outcomes are met;

9. Development does not adversely affect the scenic values of the Peak Range and vistas to 
the Peak Range, as viewed from the Gregory Highway, Gregory Highway lookout and 
other State controlled roads through the Shire.

The Shepton Quarry operations are consistent with the overall outcomes of the Rural Zone.

3.2.4 Level of Assessment
The Rural Zone outlines the level of assessment for the proposed development on the site. This 
development is subject to the levels of assessment detailed in Table 3 below in the Community 
Precinct.

TABLE 3 LEVEL OF ASSESSMENT – Rural Zone
PURPOSE SELF ASSESSABLE CODE ASSESSABLE IMPACT 

ASSESSABLE
Extractive Industry
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3.2.5 Rural Zone Code

Table 4: Assessment of Rural  Zone Code
SPECIFIC OUTCOMES PROBABLE SOLUTIONS APPLICANT'S RESPONSE

All Uses and Works

Environmental Considerations

S1

Land uses and works are located 
and designed so as not to have 
significant negative impacts on 
natural values of the environment 
including:

1. Natural fauna and flora 
habitats;

2. Water quality, 
watercourse integrity 
and, ground water 
resources,

3. Soil and land resources.

P/A1.1

All uses and works are 
setback a minimum of 50m 
from any watercourse, as 
measured to the top of bank. 

P1.2

Despite the provisions of 
P/A1.1 above, the setbacks 
for development, in particular 
the clearing of any 
vegetation, to riparian 
corridors are consistent with 
the State vegetation 
management policy, and in 
particular the State code for 
clearing of vegetation on 
freehold land, which are: 

1. 50m widths along 
each side of 
waterways of 
stream order 1 and 
2,

2. 100m widths along 
each side of creeks 
of stream orders 3 
&4, and

3. 200m widths along 
each side of rivers 
(stream orders 5 & 
6).1

Complies with P1.1 & P1.2 
- Remanent Vegetation 
Mapping retrieved from the 
Department of Environment 
and Heritage Protection 
indicates that the site is void 
of any watercourses. 

1 The Department of Natural Resources and Mines will need to be consulted to be able to ascertain the order of stream classification, for any given 
site. 

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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P/A1.3

Where the site and any 
newly created lots are not 
connected to the reticulated 
sewerage system, on-site 
disposal methods meet:

1. the Department of 
Natural Resources 
and Mines On-site 
Sewerage Code 
(July 2002) or any 
subsequent update 
of that Code; and

2. AS/NZS 1547:2000 
On-site Domestic 
Wastewater 
Management. 

P/A1.4

Land is kept free of declared 
weeds and noxious plant 
infestations, as detailed in 
the Peak Downs Shire 
Council Pest Management 
Plan.

Complies with P1.3 – This 
development has effluent 
disposal system which has 
an effective development 
permit granted by the Central 
Highlands Regional Council 
(refer Appendix 5). 

Can comply with P1.4 – 
The site management plan 
involves eradication of 
weeds. 

Amenity

S2

Land uses and works are 
integrated with the landform and 
landscape of the site and 
surrounding area.

P/A2.1

Buildings, roads, driveways 
and other works are sited 
and constructed without the 
need for cut and fill 
earthworks.

Complies with S2 – All 
roads, driveways and 
buildings including other 
structures have been 
constructed within the site 
without the need for cut and 
fill earthworks.  

S3

Land uses and works have no 
significant impact on the amenity 
of adjoining premises or 
surrounding area:

1. By their design, 
orientation or 
construction materials;

P/A3.1

No solutions specified.

Shepton Quarry operations 
are carried out to minimise 
significant adverse impacts 
on the adjoining properties 
and the surrounding 
environment.  There is no 
documented evidence in 
relation to complaints being 
received to indicate the 

.

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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2. Due to the operation of 
machinery or electrical 
equipment; or

3. Due to the emission of 
light, noise, vibration, 
odour, fumes, smoke, 
vapour, steam, soot, ash, 
grit, oil, dust, waste 
water, waste products, or 
electrical interference.

nuisance to the owners and 
occupiers of the adjoining 
land and beyond.

S4

Land uses are located such that 
the potential impacts of noise 
from major roads and rail lines is 
reduced.

P/A4.1

Noise sensitive uses2 are 
located:

1. At least 100m from 
any frontage to a 
State Controlled 
Road; OR 

2. Are only located 
within 100m of any 
frontage to a Main 
Road where:
(a) The 

Department of 
Main Roads 
has consented 
to the location 
without 
conditions; or 

(b) The 
Department of 
Main Roads 
has set 
conditions on 
the 
development to 
reduce the 
impacts of 
traffic noise and 
the 
development is 
undertaken in 
accordance 
with those 
conditions.

P/A4.2

Are only located within 100m 
of any frontage to a rail line 

S4 is not applicable. – The 
site is not located within 100 
metres of any main road or 
rail lines.

2 See Administrative Definition of “Noise sensitive uses” contained in Section 2.1.1 Schedule B 

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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where bedroom and living 
areas in residential uses and 
noise sensitive areas in non 
residential uses are sited and 
designed to reduce the 
impact of rail noise. This can 
be achieved through:

 siting noise affected 
areas as far away as 
practicable from the 
railway corridor noise 
source; or

 using roof and wall 
insulator, mechanical 
ventilation, thickened 
glass, double glazing 
of windows and 
doors; or

 orienting openings 
(for example, 
windows and doors) 
away from the rail 
corridor noise source; 
or

 incorporating noise 
attenuation barriers 
such as earth 
mounds, landscaping 
and fences or walls 
without gaps between 
the noise source and 
the use. 

Separation Distances 

S5

Land uses and works are located, 
and include mitigation measures 
that:

1. Are sufficient to protect 
the amenity of the area; 

2. Are sufficient to protect 
the capacity for existing 
and approved uses to 
continue to operate; and

3. Are sufficient to protect 
the opportunities for 

P/A5.1

Uses in the Residential Use 
Class, except for houses, 
home host accommodation 
and home based businesses 
on lots with an area of 5ha or 
less, have separation 
distances between uses in 
the Residential Use Class 
and other uses, applicable to 
both existing and approved 
uses, in accordance with 

S5 is not applicable as the 
development does not 
involve uses in the 
Residential Use Class and it 
is not located on a Stock 
Route. 

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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existing and approved 
uses to expand in 
appropriately allocated 
/zoned land; and 

4. For agricultural uses, are 
outlined in Planning 
Guidelines: Separating 
Agricultural and 
Residential Land Uses 
DNR and DLGP, 
1997;and 

5. for the keeping of cattle, 
are outlined in Section 4 
of the DPI Reference 
Manual for the 
Establishment and 
Operation of Beef Cattle 
Feedlots in Queensland, 
2000; and 

6. for the keeping of poultry, 
are outlined in the 
Guidelines for Poultry 
Farming in Queensland; 

7. for the keeping of pigs, 
are outlined in the 
Separation Guidelines for 
Queensland Piggeries 
(2001); and 

8. for development in 
proximity to watercourses 
and waterbodies, are 
outlined in the 
SEQWATER 
Development 
Assessment Guidelines, 
prepared as a 
collaboration of State 
Government 
Departments; 

9. ensure the integrity of the 
Stock Routes as shown 
on Planning Scheme 
Map 1; 

10. are consistent with the 
Guidelines to minimise 
mosquito and biting 
midge problems in new 
development areas; and 

11. take into account the 
following variables:
(a) The nature of the 

proposed land use; 

Division 1: Schedule A – 
Separation Distances 
Between Uses in the 
Residential Use Class and 
Other Uses. 

P/A5.2

Development is not located 
on a Stock Route as shown 
on Planning Scheme Map 1 
contained in Appendix 3.

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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and 
(b) The existing and 

future amenity of the 
area; and 

(c) The existing and 
future development 
in the area; and 

(d) The location of any 
existing vegetation 
which would buffer 
the proposed use; 
and

(e) predominant wind 
directions; and

(f) The topography of 
the site.

Building Setbacks

S6

Building setbacks reflect the 
character of existing development 
and land uses, and are provided 
having regard for the following:

1. The existing and 
proposed amenity of the 
area;

2. The existing or proposed 
future development in the 
area;

3. The distance between 
any constructed road and 
the proposed building;

4. The distance between 
any existing buildings on 
other sites and the 
proposed building; 

5. The location of any 
existing vegetation which 
would buffer the 
proposed building; and

6. Any constraints to 
development due to the 
topography of the site.

P/A6.1

Buildings and other 
structures have boundary 
setbacks as follows:

1. On lots 1ha or less 
– 10m road frontage 
setback and 3m 
side boundary 
setback;

2. On lots more than 
1ha – 10m road 
frontage setback 
and 10m to other 
boundaries.

Complies with P6.1 – The 
existing buildings are 
setback at distances that 
exceed the stipulated ones.. 

Building Height

S7

Building height reflects the 
character of existing development 

P/A7.1

Buildings and other 
structures have maximum 

Complies with P7.1  – All the 
existing buildings and structures 
have each a height of less than 
15 metres.
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and land uses, and buildings are 
provided having regard for the 
following:

1. The existing and 
proposed amenity of the 
area;

2. The existing or proposed 
future development in the 
area;

3. The particular 
characteristics of the 
proposed building;

4. The distance of proposed 
buildings from roads and 
other public places from 
which the building could 
be viewed; 

5. The topography, shape 
and location of the site; 
and 

6. The location of any 
existing vegetation which 
would buffer the 
proposed building.

building heights as follows:

1. On lots 1ha or less 
– 10m;

2. On lots more than 1 
ha – 15m.

3.2.6 Economic Resources Overlay
Under the Peak Downs Shire Planning Scheme (Amendment  No. 1) 2011,  the site is affected by 
the Extractive Industries Overlay and Shepton Quarry is identified as number 75 extracting 
different products (refer Figure 11). The overall outcomes sought for all Extractive Industries 
Overlay are:

3. The overall outcomes sought for the Extractive Industries Overlay are:
(a) Extractive industries in the Shire continue to be resources of major economic 

significance to the Shire and State; 
(b) Uses and Works in the vicinity of extractive industries are compatible with the 

extraction operations associated with the mineral resource; and 
(c) Uses and Works in the vicinity of extractive industries do not compromise haul 

routes or direct access routes to the mineral resources.

The Shepton Quarry operations are consistent with the overall outcomes of the Economic 
Resources Overly Code.

3.2.7 Level of Assessment
This development is subject to the levels of assessment and the actual assessment detailed in 
Tables 5 and 6 below in the Economic Resources Overlay Code.

TABLE 5 LEVEL OF ASSESSMENT
PURPOSE SELF ASSESSABLE CODE ASSESSABLE IMPACT 

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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ASSESSABLE
Extractive Industry 

3.2.8 Economic Resources Overlay Code
Table 6: Assessment of Economic Resources Overlay Code

SPECIFIC OUTCOMES PROBABLE SOLUTIONS APPLICANT'S RESPONSE

All Uses and Works on land in the Agricultural Land Class Overlay

All Development on Good Quality Agricultural Land shown as Class A, B or C1 land in 
the Agricultural Land Class Overlay

S1

(a) Land uses and newly 
created lots are located and 
designed so as not to limit 
the productivity, viability or 
use of Good Quality 
Agricultural Land for 
agricultural purposes.

(b) Development applications 
for Reconfiguring a Lot 
where new lots are created 
provide for house sites that 
are capable of satisfying the 
following.  

NO SOLUTIONS SPECIFIED

Note:
Land uses and newly created 
lots are located on Good Quality 
Agricultural Land:

1. where sufficient 
separation distances or 
buffering methods can 
be employed to 
overcome potential 
impacts on existing 
adjacent rural uses

AND
2. where it has been 

demonstrated that there 
is an overriding need 
for the development in 
terms of public benefit 
and no other site is 
suitable and available 
for the purpose

OR
Where it has been 
demonstrated through a 
detailed assessment of the 
agricultural quality of the 
subject land prepared in 
accordance with the Planning 
Guideline: “The Identification of 
Good Quality Agricultural Land” 
by a suitably qualified person 
that; the land has agricultural 
potential different to that as 
mapped on the Agricultural 

Complies with this Specific 
Outcome in that the quarry 
operations have been 
operational since 1989 and 
have not adversely impacted 
the agricultural activities 
being undertaken on 
adjoining properties. There is 
documented evidence of any 
complaints being received by 
Council to the same. In 
addition, this development 
does not involve 
reconfiguration of the 
allotment.

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
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Land Class Overlay Map ECRES - 
1

All Development on Land shown as Class C2 or C3 land in the Agricultural Land Class 
Overlay  

S2

Land uses and newly created 
lots are located and 
designed so as not to limit 
the productivity or viability of 
agricultural activities on 
Class C2 and C3 grazing 
land.

P/A2.1

No solutions specified

Can comply with S2 – 
Same explanation as above 
in S1. In addition, the site is 
located in Class A.

All Uses and Works on land in the Mining Resources Overlay

S3

Development in the vicinity of 
Mining Resources or 
designated Key Resource 
Areas does not compromise 
the utilisation of mineral 
resources and haul routes or 
access routes to the mineral 
resources, as it: 

1. Does not adversely 
affect the safe and 
efficient operation of 
the mining related 
activities;

2. Is sited, designed or 
of a nature that 
ensures that the use 
is not sensitive to 
the potential 
impacts of mining 
related activities 
such noise and dust 
emissions; and 

Makes provision for buffers 
between the mineral 
resources and new 

P3.1 

Houses, Home Host 
Accommodation, and Home 
Based Businesses on lots 
which share a boundary with 
land identified as a mining 
tenement, are located at 
least 100m from the mining 
tenement. 3

Not applicable as the site is 
not located in the vicinity of 
Mining Resources and it 
does not share a boundary 
with land identified a mining 
tenement.
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development.

All Uses and Works on land in the Extractive Industries Overlay

S4

Development in the vicinity of 
Extractive Industries or 
designated Key Resource 
Areas does not compromise 
the current or future 
utilisation of mineral 
resources and haul routes or 
access routes to the 
extractive resources, as it: 

1. Does not adversely 
affect the safe and 
efficient operation of 
extractive industries;

2. Is sited, designed or 
of a nature that 
ensures that the use 
is not sensitive to 
the potential 
impacts of extractive 
industries such 
noise and dust 
emissions; and 

3. Makes provision for 
buffers between the 
extractive industries 
and new 
development.

P4.1

Houses, Home Host 
Accommodation, Home 
Based Businesses and any 
Community purposes, on lots 
which share a boundary with 
land identified as an 
extractive industry, at least 
100m from the extractive 
resource. 4

Complies with P4.1 – This 
development is located 
approximately 271 metres 
from the closest residence. 
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Figure 11: Economic Resources Overlay

3.2.9 Development Codes
The following codes are considered most relevant to the assessment of the development 
proposal.

Table 7: Level of Assessment Development Codes
PRIMARY CODES SECONDARY CODES OVERLAY CODES
 Rural Zone Code (refer 

3.2.5 above) 
 Development Standards 

Code
Economic Resources 
Overlay Code (refer 3.2.8 
above)

The overall outcomes for the Development Standards Code are not applicable to this 
development as it does not involve a new lot and it is creating a new lot.
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3.2.10 Development Standards Code
Table 8: Assessment of Development Standards Code

SPECIFIC OUTCOMES PROBABLE SOLUTIONS APPLICANT'S RESPONSE

Applicable to Material Change of Use and Reconfiguring a Lot Development

Roads

S1 The road network of the 
Shire provides: 

1. convenient and safe access 
to all allotments for pedestrians, 
vehicles and cyclists; 

2. safe, logical and hierarchical 
transport linkages;  

3. appropriate access for buses, 
emergency and service 
vehicles; 

4. a convenient way for public 
utilities; 

5. an opportunity for street 
landscaping; and 

6. an opportunity for on street 
car parking.

P1.1 All roads which have 
frontage to the development 
site, and any new roads 
created, are of a width and are 
of a standard (with or without 
sealing and, kerb and 
channelling) as detailed in 
Division 7: Schedule A – 
Development Standards 
According to Zoning. 

P1.2 Where the road standard 
stated in P1.1 above does not 
exist for the development site 
the road is extended and/or 
upgraded to provide the 
required standard.

Complies with P1.1 – The site 
has frontage to Montrose Road 
which constructed to Council’s 
standards.

Not applicable as stated above.  

Car Parking and Access (only applicable to development applications for Material Change of 
Use)

Vehicular Access and Driveway Crossovers

S2 Vehicular access 
arrangements: 

1. are appropriate for: 

(a) the capacity of the parking 
area, 

(b) the volume, frequency and 
type of vehicle usage; and  

(c) the function and 
configuration of the access 
road; 

2. minimise any potentially 

P2.1  For a House, Home Host 
Accommodation or Home 
Based Business uses, the 
driveway crossover is not: 

1. a secondary property access;  

2. covering, crossing or located 
within 1m of any street trees; 
fire hydrants; water meters; 
manholes; or stormwater gully 
pits; 

3. entering the carriageway at 
the location of an existing traffic 
island, speed control device, car 

Not applicable – Shepton 
Quarry operations are classified 
as Industrial Use Class. 
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adverse impacts on: 

(a) the safety and efficiency of 
the road; 

(b) the integrity of any 
infrastructure within the road 
reserve; and  

(c) the safety of access to 
adjacent properties; and  

3. are designed and located 
such that there are no 
significant adverse impacts on 
the amenity of premises in the 
vicinity.

parking bay, pedestrian 
crossing, bus stop or structure 
within the roadway; 

4. requiring the filling or 
excavation of more than 
1000m3 of material in the 
existing footpath/verge; and  

5. of a pervious standard of 
construction e.g. gravel, unless 
located in the Rural Zone.

Parking and Loading Provision

S3 Sufficient vehicle parking 
and loading facilities are 
provided to meet the demand 
likely to be generated by the 
development taking into 
account any or all of the 
following: 

1. The nature and intensity of 
the proposed use; 

2. The parking demand 
generated by the existing use of 
the premises; 

3. The feasibility of physically 
providing parking on-site; 

4. The nature and intensity of 
existing and likely future 
development on adjoining 
premises; 

5. The availability of public 
parking in the vicinity; 

6. The hours of operation of the 
proposed use and the 
opportunity for sharing of 
parking spaces by multiple 
uses; 

7. The impact of the parking on 

P3.1 Vehicle parking and 
loading facilities are provided in 
accordance with Division 7: 
Schedule B – Parking Provision. 

P3.2 Car parking areas have 
dimensions, and are of a 
standard as detailed in Division 
7: Schedule A – Development 
Standards According to Zoning. 

P3.3 Where P/A3.1 above is not 
met for development in the 
Town Zone, the equivalent 
contribution-in-lieu is paid in 
accordance with Planning 
Policy No 4: Car Parking 
Contributions.  

Complies with P3.1 – The 
development can be 
conditioned to provide the 
relevant and reasonable 
number of parking spaces for 
vehicles and plant including 
equipment. 

Complies with P3.2 – Same as 
above.  

3.3 is Not Applicable – 
Adopted Infrastructure Charges 
Resolution No. 2 is replaces the 
Planning Scheme Policies and 
this provision is no longer 
relevant.    
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the amenity of nearby residents; 

8. Existing and likely future 
traffic conditions and amenity of 
the area; 

9. The recommendations of any 
Traffic and Parking Impact 
Report prepared for the 
proposed development. 

10. Development is undertaken 
and maintained in accordance 
with a prepared Traffic and 
Parking Impact Report in 
accordance with Division 7: 
Schedule C – Traffic and 
Parking Impact Report 
Requirements, where : 

a. the specified parking and/or 
loading is proposed to be less 
than that specified in Division 7: 
Schedule B – Parking Provision 
for the particular uses or uses 
and no contribution-in-lieu is 
proposed; or  

b. the use or uses proposed do 
not have a specified parking 
rate in Division 7: Schedule B –
Parking Provision.

Transport Network

S4 Provision is made to 
minimise any potentially 
adverse impacts on the safety, 
efficiency or effectiveness of the 
pedestrian, cycle and road 
network. Where the 
development generates the 
need for more than 50 
permanent parking spaces; the 
development is undertaken and 
managed in accordance with a 
prepared Traffic and Parking 
Impact Report covering the 
relevant matters detailed in 
Division 7: Schedule C – Traffic 
and Parking Impact Report 

No solutions specified Can comply with S4 – A Traffic 
Impact Assessment Report can 
be provided to Council as part 
of the assessment or at time of 
compliance with the conditions 
of any approval. 
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Requirements.

Car Park Design

S5 Parking spaces and loading 
bays are: 

1. Usable by the occupants of, 
and visitors to, the site; 

2. Easily accessible from any 
buildings on the site; 

3. Located to encourage off-
street parking; 

4. Located and designed to 
maintain or improve the 
character of the area.

P5.1 All development provides: 

1. Parking spaces that are 
freely available for use by the 
development’s occupants and 
visitors during the business 
hours of the use; 

2. Visitor or customer parking 
spaces that are located in the 
most accessible position to the 
main entrance of the buildings 
on the site; 

3. Except for development in 
the Town – Commercial 
Precinct, at least 20% of the 
required car parking spaces are 
located so that they are clearly 
visible from the street (unless 
otherwise required by other use 
specific Codes); 

4. Where car parking is 
provided at the rear of the site, 
clear signage is provided to 
indicate the location of parking 
areas;  

5. Pedestrian pathways or 
clearances through the car 
parking area that allow 
unimpeded access to the 
buildings on the site; 

6. Parking and pathways at a 
gradient no greater than 1:20 
being suitable for vehicle 
access, and pedestrian access 
including access for persons 
with disabilities; 

7. Landscaped buffers with a 
minimum width of 1m between 
the parking area and any 
boundary to the site; and  

8. Parking areas that are 

Can comply with P5.1 – The 
development can be 
conditioned to locate the 
parking spaces to suit the 
requirements as the site is 
approximately 75 Hectares and 
there is plenty of room for the 
efficient and effective operation 
of the car parking requirements. 
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designed to incorporate and 
retain existing street trees. 

P5.2 Parking associated with 
the development is located on 
the same site upon which the 
development is carried out. 

P5.3 Uses in the Commercial 
Use Class, which do not meet 
the requirements of P/A5.2 
above, may locate parking on 
another site which is not more 
than 200m from the 
development to which it relates

S6 The effects of dust, noise, 
glare or other potentially 
adverse impacts on the 
amenity, safety and aesthetics 
of the land in the vicinity are 
minimised.

P6.1 The car parking area is 
imperviously sealed to the 
standard stated in Division 7: 
Schedule A – Development 
Standards According to Zoning. 

P6.3 A solid fence with a 
minimum height of 1.8m is 
constructed between the 
parking area and any adjoining 
residential use or other noise 
sensitive use, provided that 
where the site is filled, the 
maximum height of the fence 
from natural ground level is 
2.1m.  

P6.4 Where the parking area is 
open to the public at night, and 
for all parking areas in the Town 
Commercial Precinct, lighting is 
provided to ensure public 
safety, and is provided in 
accordance with Australian 
Standard AS 1158.3.1-Road 
Lighting – Pedestrian Area 
(Category P) Lighting – 
Performance and Installation 
Design Requirements.

Can comply with P6.1 – The 
development can be 
conditioned to construct the car 
parking spaces to suit the rural 
and industrial standards.

Service Vehicle Provision

S7 Facilities for loading, 
unloading, manoeuvring and 
access for service vehicles are: 

P7.1 The design and provision 
of access driveways, 
manoeuvring areas, refuse 
collection areas and loading 

Complies with P7.1 – The 
access driveways, manoeuvring 
areas, refuse collection areas 
and loading facilities have been 
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1. accommodated on-site; 

2. of a design that allows safe 
and efficient access to and from 
the site; and  

3. of a design that does not 
unduly impede vehicular and 
pedestrian movement within the 
site.

facilities for service vehicles is 
in accordance with Australian 
Standard AS 2890.2 – 1989- Off 
Street Parking – Commercial 
Vehicle Facilities.   

P7.2 Service vehicles are able 
to enter and exit the site in a 
forward gear.

provided in accordance with 
Australian Standard AS 2890.2 
– 1989- Off Street Parking – 
Commercial Vehicle Facilities.

Water Supply

S8 A reticulated water supply 
system is available to all 
development in the Towns of 
Capella and Tieri that is of 
sufficient capacity to meet the 
demands imposed upon it by 
both consumers and emergency 
purposes.

P8.1 Water reticulation is 
available to the development 
site, in all circumstances stated 
in Division 7: Schedule A – 
Development Standards 
According to Zoning. 

P8.2 Where water reticulation is 
not connected to the 
development site, and therefore 
is not of a standard stated in 
P8.1 above, the infrastructure is 
extended and/or upgraded to 
provide the necessary 
connections and a monetary 
contribution is paid in 
accordance with Planning 
Policy No 2: Water and Sewer 
Headworks Contributions.  

Not  applicable – The site is 
located in the Rural Zone and 
water supply is through a 
100,000  (4 x 25,000) litre tank 
for the crusher and 
approximately 5,000 litre tank 
as potable water.

Complies with P8.2 – Same as 
explanation given above.

S9 Development outside the 
Towns of Capella and Tieri, 
have a demonstrated water 
supply sufficient for domestic 
and emergency purposes.

P9.1 Domestic dwelling 
developments outside the 
Towns of Capella and Tieri, has 
a water storage capacity supply 
with water storage for domestic 
use (minimum 47 000 litre 
capacity).

Not Applicable – This 
development involves extractive 
industry operations. 

Sewer System/Effluent Disposal  

S10 A reticulated sewerage 
system is available to all 
development in the Towns of 
Capella and Tieri that is of 
sufficient capacity to meet the 
demands imposed upon it by 
consumers, emergency 

P10.1 Sewer reticulation is 
available to the development 
site, in all circumstances stated 
in Division 7: Schedule A – 
Development Standards 
According to Zoning. 

Complies with P10.1 – An 
efficient and effective effluent 
disposal system has been 
approved by the Central 
Highland Regional Council 
(refer Appendix 5). 
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purposes and environmental 
purposes.

P10.2 Where sewer reticulation 
is not connected to the 
development site, and therefore 
is not of a standard stated in 
P10.1 above, the infrastructure 
is extended and/or upgraded to 
provide the necessary 
connections and a monetary 
contribution is paid in 
accordance with Planning 
Policy No 2: Water and Sewer 
Headworks Contributions.  

Complies with P10.2 – Same 
as in P10.1 above.

S11 Development outside the 
Towns of Capella and Tieri, 
have a demonstrated on-site 
effluent disposal system, which 
meets the needs of the 
development without significant 
negative impacts upon ground 
water quality.

P11.1 Development outside the 
Towns of Capella and Tieri 
which is incapable of being 
connected to the reticulated 
sewerage system, has suitable 
lot size/s which  contain land 
suitable for on-site treatment 
and disposal methods that 
meet: 

1. the Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines On-site 
Sewerage Code (July 2002) or 
any subsequent update of that 
Code; and 

2. AS/NZS 1547:2000  On-site 
Domestic Wastewater 
Management.

An efficient and effective 
effluent disposal system has 
been approved by the Central 
Highland Regional Council 
(refer Appendix 5).

Stormwater Drainage  

S12 Stormwater drainage is 
designed and constructed to 
provide adequate capacity for 
existing and anticipated 
development and flows, and to 
protect against negative 
environmental impacts, 
particularly surface and ground 
water quality.

P12.1 No solutions specified. Complies with S12 – This 
development can be 
conditioned to ensure that all 
stormwater is disposed of into 
the lawful point of discharge in 
the table drain in Montrose 
Road and to dams within the 
quarry site.

S13 On-site and off-site erosion 
and sedimentation is minimised, 
whether drainage is via formed 
drainage systems or runoff from 
the site. Where development 
involves works, sediment 

P13.1 Erosion and Sediment 
control measures are designed 
and constructed in accordance 
with the document  Soil Erosion 
& Sediment Control – 
Engineering Guidelines for 

Can comply with P13.1 – This 
development can be 
conditioned to design and 
implement adequate erosion 
and sediment control measures. 
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fences, earth berms and 
temporary drainage are 
provided and located to prevent 
sediment being transported to 
adjoining properties, roads 
and/or drainage systems.  

Queensland Construction Sites 
1995.

Power

S14 Provision for power is 
made for all new uses and 
habitable buildings.

P14.1 All new uses and 
habitable buildings, and 
additional lots created, are 
provided with connection to the 
electricity supply. 

P14.2 The provision of 
underground electricity services 
is provided for new buildings 
and additional lots created in 
the Town Zone.

Not applicable as the 
development involves an 
extractive industry activity and it 
does not involve the creation of 
a new lot.

Not applicable – same as 
above. 

Footpaths and Cycleways  

S15 Footpaths and cycleways 
are designed to: 

1. Adequately accommodate 
existing and anticipated traffic 
types and volumes; 

2. Provide a safe, stable surface 
for intended users;

3. Be easily maintained; and  

4. be of an appropriate width 
and longitudinal gradient and 
provide kerb ramps and sight 
distances adequate to cater for 
the number of pedestrians, 
cyclists and user groups.   

P15.1 Footpaths and cycleways 
are provided for the full length 
of all road frontages to the 
development site, in all 
circumstances stated in Division 
7: Schedule A – Development 
Standards According to Zoning.

Not applicable as the 
development is located in the 
Rural Zone where there are no 
footpaths.  

Street Trees

S16 Street trees which exist in 
the Town Zone, are retained, 
except where: 

1. They pose a threat to the 
integrity of infrastructure or the 
safety of pedestrians; 

2. They are of a size that 

P16.1 All existing street trees, in 
the Town Zone with the 
following features are retained: 

1. a trunk girth greater than 
50cm (measured 1m from the 
ground); or 

Not applicable as the site is 
located in the Rural Zone. 
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unreasonably restricts the 
development expectations of 
land in the relevant Zone; or  

3. They are a noxious weed.

2. are over 2m in height; or  

3. provide a shade greater than 
3m2 in diameter when 
measured at midday on 
December 22.

Landscaping  

S17 Development is 
landscaped in a manner which: 

1. Enhances the appearance of 
the development internally as 
well as positively contributing to 
the streetscape; 

2. Screens the view of unsightly 
buildings, structures, open 
space storage areas from public 
places, residences and other 
sensitive development; 

3. Integrates existing vegetation 
and other natural features of the 
site into the development; 

4. Contributes to a comfortable 
living environment by providing 
shade to reduce glare and heat 
absorption and re-radiation from 
buildings, car parking areas, 
and other hard surfaces; 

5. Ensures private outdoor 
recreation spaces, which are 
also useable; 

6. Provides for shade and the 
softening of hard landscaped or 
paved areas, particularly car 
parking areas; 

7. Does not adversely affect 
vehicular sightlines and road 
safety; and  

8. Does not create unsafe 
pedestrian environments due to 
inappropriate screening of 
public places.

P17.1 For any corner lot 
bounded by 2 or more road 
frontages which form an 
intersection, the area of the lot 
nearest that intersection has 
landscaping comprising trees, 
shrubs and other vegetation 
that have a maximum mature 
height of 1m, to ensure vehicle 
sight lines are not obscured.

Can comply with P17.1 –as 
the rehabilitation management 
plan addresses the functional 
and desirable final landform. 
Landscaping forms part of this 
plan. This development can be 
conditioned accordingly. 
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Fences

S18 Retaining walls and fences 
do not affect traffic or 
pedestrian safety, and are not 
overbearing or unsightly in 
appearance.

P18.1 The combined height of 
any retaining wall and fence 
does not exceed 2.0m. 

P18.2 For any corner lot 
bounded by 2 or more road 
frontages which form an 
intersection, fence height is 
limited to a maximum of 1m for 
any fence along any road 
frontage boundary within 6m of 
the point of intersection, to 
ensure vehicle sight lines are 
not obscured.

Complies with P18.1 – no new 
fencing is proposed and the 
existing fencing and retaining 
walls are compliant to the rural 
standards. 

Not applicable – Shepton 
Quarry site is not a corner 
allotments. 

Street Lighting and Street Signs (applicable only to development applications for 
Reconfiguring a Lot)

S19 Street lighting and street 
signs are designed and 
constructed to: 

1. Comply with Australian best 
practice standards, 
methodology and design; 

2. Provide adequate street 
lighting commensurate with the 
surrounding uses and public 
safety needs; and  

3. Provide adequate 
identification of street names.

P19 Street signs are provided 
for all new roads.

Complies with P19 – Montrose 
road has a signage. 

4.0 SITE LOCALITY AND DESCRIPTION

4.1 REGIONAL CONTEXT
Capella is the centre of the Central Highlands coal mining and agricultural industry, located 
approximately 35 kilometres north of Emerald, approximately 58 kilometres southwest of Dysart 
and approximately 38 kilometres south of Clermont. Refer to Figure 1.

FIGURE 1 BROAD LOCALITY MAP
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Capella

Figure 1: Location of Capella Source: Google Maps

Capella is included within the Central Queensland region, a world-rank producer of black coal and 
a major centre for mineral processing. The region comprises the coal-bearing Bowen and Galilee 
Basins and also produces gold, silver, limestone, coal seam gas, magnesite and gemstones. The 
region currently hosts fifty (50) coal mines, twenty-five (25) mineral mines and thirty (30) medium 
to large (>50,000 tonnes per annum) extractive industries. 

The Department of Mining and Safety states that the Bowen Basin has 47 operating coal mines 
that produce all of Queensland's high-grade coking coal, and the majority of the exported-traded 
thermal coal.  Figure 2 below demonstrates the location of existing mining operations within the 
Central Queensland region. Between 2009 and 2010 these mines produced approximately 180 
million tonnes of saleable coal, representing 87 percent of the State's total output.  Current 
statistics indicate that the resource sector employees approximately 29,550 full-time equivalent 
positions.

It is understood that there are currently four (4) coal mines under construction being Caval Ridge 
open-cut, Ensham underground, Eagle Downs underground and Daunia open-cut.  In addition, a 
further 36 mining projects are under consideration. At present there are eight (8) coal mine 
expansion/extension projects under construction in the region being Kestrel underground, Lake 
Vermont open-cut, Dawson South Stage 2 open-cut, Curragh open-cut, Burton open-cut and 
Broadmeadow underground.  Figure 2 below demonstrates the location of the expansion projects 
and future mining projects within the region.  Sixteen (16) Bowen Basin coal mines operate within 
a one hour drive radius of Capella. 
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Figure 2: Location of the expansion projects and future mining projects Source: Queensland 
Department of Mines and Safety

4.2 LOCAL AREA CONTEXT

4.2.1 Site Characteristics
The development site referred to as Shepton Quarry in this report is situated within a 
predominantly rural area and is located at 1443 Montrose Road, Capella and formally described 
as Lot 2 on SP252456. The site has an area of approximately 73.54 hectares. Shepton Quarry is 
located 46 kilometers north of Emerald by road, 33 kilometres south east of Capella by road and 
is accessed from Montrose Road (refer Figures 3 and 5 Site Orthophoto with Topography 
and Cadastre and Shepton Quarry Location Plan respectively). The quarry is owned and 
operated by Central Highlands Regional Council and has been in operation since 1989. It covers 
a footprint of approximately 75 hectares and is predominantly surrounded by farmland.   Shepton 
Quarry is an important contributor to Central Highlands Regional Council, the economy of 
Emerald, and also the surrounding area. The quarry produces crushed rock from the basalt 
resource located within the site. An aerial photograph of the quarry is provided in Figures 3, 4 
and 5. The Quarry site comprises a north south kidney shaped basaltic rise which rises up to 26 
metres in height above the surrounding flat black soil plains. Natural elevations range between 
200 and 226 metres Australian Height Datum (AHD) on the site. Previous excavations have 
developed to approximately 182m AHD. The site is generally free of significant drainage features 
although a small protected ephemeral drainage line occurs on the eastern boundary of the 
project.
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Figure 3: Site Orthophoto with Topography and Cadastre 

4.3 SITE CONTEXT 

4.3.1 Site Access
The site has a frontage of approximately 521 metres to Montrose Road, which adjoins the eastern 
boundary of the site (refer Figure 2 SITE ORTHOPHOTO WITH TOPOGRAPHY AND 
CADASTRE).  Montrose Road has a road reserve width of approximately 30 metres and features 
bitumen sealed double carriageways.  Vehicle access into the site is well gravel compacted to 
Council’s standards for an industrial activity. The location of the access point into the site provides 
sightlines of approximately 500 metres to the north and 170 metres to the south.   

4.3.2 Description of Development
The Shepton Quarry has operated since 1989 and it has been developed to extract rock (other 
than rock mined in block or slab form for building purposes), sand (other than foundry sand), clay 
(other than clay used for its ceramic properties, kaolin or bentonite), gravel, loam or other material 
under a mining tenement or petroleum authority) from a pit or quarry using plant or equipment 
having a design capacity of 100,000 tonnes or more a year. It also screens the materials (i.e. 
screening, washing, crushing, grinding, milling, sizing or separating material extracted from the 
earth (other than under a mining tenement or petroleum authority) or by dredging using plant or 
equipment having a design capacity of 100,00 tonnes or more a year.  The extraction records at 
Shepton Quarry for the past ten (10) years including an estimate for the 2014/15 year are as 
shown in the Table 9 below as follows:
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Period Total Production (tonnes)

2004/05 198,612

2005/06 173,481

2006/07 238,147

2007/08 142,593

2008/09 469,284

2009/10 381,929.20

2010/11 535,661.20

2011/12 746,802.03

2012/13 710,241.70

2013/14 224,396.40

2014/15 
(estimate)

75,529.55

Table 9: Extraction Records

The quarrying process involves drilling & blasting, load & haul, crushing & screening, stockpiling, 
and the supply of construction and building materials to both internal and external businesses. In 
addition to the crushing & screening process the quarry operates an asphalt pre-coating plant. 
The quarry operation is licenced to produce up to 1 million tonnes per annum of quarried 
products. Crushing capacity is rated at 450 tonnes per hour (TPH), and quarry resource mapping 
in 2014 confirm resource reserves of 39 million tonnes.  This allows for an 80 year life of the 
Quarry based on an estimated 500,000 tonnes per year.

4.3.3 General Description of Operations
The purpose of the quarry operation is to extract the rock (in this case mostly scoria) from the 
ground and process it for use as building, construction and roading aggregates. The process of 
transforming rock from the ground into aggregate  products  comprises  firstly  the  loosening  
and  fragmenting  of  rock  from  the  ground  with  the  use  of explosives and/or heavy 
machinery. The rock is then excavated by heavy machinery and either stockpiled or transported 
to a mobile processing plant for further crushing and screening into various sizes and grades. 
The methods used in future quarry operations on the site are likely to remain generally similar to 
those used at present. However it is expected that specific machinery and methods of extraction 
will vary as technology develops, machinery is renewed, and quarrying techniques are reviewed.

4.3.4 Rock Extraction
Raw material is generally excavated from the working areas by heavy machinery; however 
layers and irregular masses of harder basalt rock are present amongst the predominant scoria 
material. The basalt rock requires drilling and blasting, ripping or rock breaking to remove it 
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from the face and reduce it to a manageable size. The extracted rock is then either processed 
in the same way as scoria or (as required by customer demand) sold in large pieces.

4.3.5 Loading and Transport to Operating Plants
After excavation or blasting, the fragmented rock either loaded directly from the face or floor 
into the crusher of a mobile crushing and screening plant located on the pit floor, or loading into 
dump truck(s) and transported to the mobile processing plant. Loading is carried out by 
hydraulic excavator(s) and/or loader(s). Some rock extracted does not require further 
processing because it is directly saleable product. This product is generally either taken directly 
to stockpile or loaded out.

4.3.6 Crushing and Screening
Rock from the quarry face is generally too large for most products and is reduced by crushing. 
The material is also sorted into sizes by screening to separate for further crushing and 
screening into the various products required.

4.3.7 Stockpiling
Products discharge from the processing plant at various points according to the plant 
settings and the desired product characteristics. These are transported by truck, loader or 
conveyor to the stockpile are ready for sale.

4.3.8 Loading and Transport
Road trucks are weighed at the weighbridge immediately after entering the site via the main 
gateway. They then drive to the appropriate stockpiles, where they are loaded, before returning 
to the weighbridge and main entrance to transport the products off site. The stockpiling area is 
generally a focus of busy activity. As well as vehicles unloading into the stockpiles, there is 
usually a steady stream of trucks collecting loads for delivery.

4.4 Operating Standards and Procedures
The Quarry Procedure and Forms Indexes are summarised in the following Table 10 below:O

Shepton Quarry Operating Procedure and Forms Indexes

Procedures Index Forms Index

Quarry Sales Shepton Quarry Quotation Form

Drilling & Blasting Customer Survey Form

Operational Procedures Emergency Procedure

Stockpiling Health & Safety Procedure for Visitors

Identification/Compliance/Traceability Crusher Settings & Screen Apertures Sheet
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Maintenance of Fixed Crushing Plant Crusher Plant Start Up & Shut Down 
Procedure

Measuring Equipment Shepton Quarry Register of Lots

Dispatch Maintenance Log

Lighting & Power Lines Strikes Procedure for 
Mobile Equipment

Inspection & Test Plan – Cover Aggregate

Quarry Plant Repair & Service Procedure Inspection & Test Plan – Rail Ballast

Inspection & Test Plan – Gravel

Inspection & Test Plan – Concrete 
Aggregate

Debtor Input Sheet

Tender & Quotation File register – Shepton 
Quarry

Quotation Working Sheet – Shepton Quarry

Operator Training Record

Plant Repair & Service Record Part A

Shepton Quarry Risk Assessment

Stockpile Pad

In addition to these operating procedures and quality standards, Council has also 
established a service level agreement for the Shepton Quarry, which gives direction for the 
Quarry management services to be provided to Council and Council’s customers, the 
commercial relationships with other Council’s Departments and service providers (including 
Infrastructure and Utilities Department) as well as a process for dispute resolution. 

Table 10: Shepton Quarry Operating Procedures and Forms Indexes

Procedures and Forms Indexes
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FIGURE 4: Shepton Quarry Aerial Photography and Surrounds 

4.5 Plant and Equipment

In 2010 Council upgraded its fixed Crushing Plant at the Shepton Quarry at considerable cost 
(estimated around $13M) to meet increased demand for product at the time and to increase 
crushing capacity to 400 tonnes per hour.   This was a significant capital investment by Council 
to increase the profitability of the Quarry and increase production capacity to meet the expected 
future demand.

All major items of mobile plant are provided through the Council Fleet Services and are 
internally charged in accordance with the Fleet Management Plan. The internal charges for 
these items fund their depreciation and subsequent replacement.
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Figure 5: Shepton Quarry Location Plan

4.6 Major Clients
Shepton Quarry currently supplies material to up to seven coal mines in the Central Highlands / 
Bowen Basin region. Sales to mines currently comprise 55-60% of the total output from the 
Quarry. Other major clients include:

•   Central Highlands Regional Council
•   Isaac Regional Council
•   Queensland Rail
•   Department of Transport and Main Roads
•   Boral
•   Readymix
•   Hanson
•   Central Highlands Construction.

4.7 Quarry Development
Whilst the quarry has been of great benefit to both Central Highlands Regional Council recently 
and the former Peak Downs Shire Council over its life, as the only significant source of 
high quality aggregate and road base, it is important that Council continue to gain an 
economic benefit from its investment, whilst also achieving the most beneficial use of this 
scarce resource. Development at the Quarry depends on a number of factors. The state of 
the market (demand) is a significant variable outside Council’s control, particularly given the 
current global economic climate. Demand for aggregate dictates the level of sales and 
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production activity, which in the case of Shepton Quarry will be limited by process plant 
capacity.

4.8 Vegetation Management
The Shepton Quarry site contains remnant vegetation that is of a least concern being remnant 
vegetation under Section 20AH of the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (refer Figure 6 
Vegetation Management Act Regional Ecosystem and Remnant Map Version 6.1) and void 
of regrowth watercourse (refer Figure 7 Regrowth Vegetation Map).

Figure 6: Vegetation Management Act Regional Ecosystem and Remnant Map – Version 6.1
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Figure 7: Regrowth Vegetation Map – Version 2.1
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5.0 GEOLOGY 

5.1 Site Geology
The site geology of Shepton Quarry is that of a basaltic tertiary flow and partial plug structure, 
with an overall shape like a button mushroom., refer FIGURE 8 REGIOANL GEOLOGY MAP and 
FIGURE 9 SCHEMATIC CROSS SECTION. 

Figure 8: Regional Geology
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Figure 9: Schematic Geology Cross Section

In summary, the geology of Shepton Quarry is that of a basaltic tertiary flow and partial plug 
structure. The geological structure varies noticeably around the peak, and this variation largely 
controls the style and frequency of slope failure. The structure is made up of a number of major 
elements including original flow layering and later imposed tensional jointing that forms hexagonal 
cooling column prisms. Stress-relief jointing has been imposed on the rock mass as a result of 
unloading and residual stress concentration and reorientation.

5.2 Structural Geology
The geological structure varies noticeably around the site, and this variation largely controls the 
style and frequency of slope failure. The structure is made up of a number major elements 
including original flow layering and later imposed tensional jointing that forms hexagonal cooling 
column prisms. Stress-relief jointing has been imposed on the rock mass as a result of unloading 
and residual stress concentration and reorientation.

In summary, the structural Features within the rock mass include cooling columns which are 
prismatic with a more or less hexagonal cross section. The degree to which this approaches a 
regular hexagon varies with the original conditions of formation and now, the location on the hill. 
In places the prisms can be deformed or quite slabby in cross section. Well-formed prisms are 
typically 500 - 1000mm in diameter, and can be long (2-30m) and slender, or stumpy (around 
400mm long).
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6.0 REHABILITATION

Rehabilitation of disturbed land will be conducted in accordance with the “Central Highlands 
Regional Council Shepton Quarry Rehabilitation Plan Draft Report No. 01” (refer Appendix 
1) so that:
 Suitable species of vegetation are planted and established to achieve the relevant post-

quarry land uses;
 Potential for erosion is minimised, including likelihood of environmental impacts being 

caused by the release of dust and other contaminants;
 The final landform is stable and not subject to slumping or erosion; and
 Whenever practicable landscaping and rehabilitation works will employ endemic native 

species of local provenance, and if suitable will also make use of conservation significant 
flora species or species that can provide habitat opportunities for conservation.

The Rehabilitation Management Plan will be developed in accordance with the conditions of the 
Environmentally Relevant Activities approval as a minimum standard of performance including the 
following:
 At cessation of waste disposal operations of a stage of the licensed place, a final cover 

consisting of at least 500 millimetres depth of compacted clean earth will be placed over 
the completed area;

 The final surface of any completed area of the licensed area will, after covering as 
mentioned above, be graded, drained and vegetated in such a manner as to minimise 
erosion and to prevent ponding of stormwater;

 Erosion and sediment control structures will be maintained at all times during the period of 
rehabilitation and checked, repaired or replaced as required after each rain event;

 In the event of closure and post-closure, the following will be observed:
 Post closure care of any landfill unit for 30 years or unit it can be demonstrated to the 

administering authority that the site is geologically stable and will not release 
contaminants to the environment. Such care will comprise:
(i) Maintaining the integrity and effectiveness of any final cover;
(ii) Maintaining and operating the leachate collection system;
(iii)Monitoring the groundwater water quality; and
(iv)Maintaining and operating the landfill gas monitoring system.

 The Rehabilitation Management Plan will also develop and implement a landfill unit 
rehabilitation plan in accordance with the above requirements;

 The landfill rehabilitation plan will be submitted to Council at least 12 months before the 
anticipated final receipt of wastes in the landfill unit for its review and comment; 

 Shepton Quarry will have due regard to the Council’s comments in the finalisation of the 
landfill unit rehabilitation plan;

 Closure activities of any landfill unit will begin no later than 28 days after the date on which 
landfill unit receives the final recorded receipt of wastes;

 It is planned that all of the waste material on the site will be disposed accordingly where 
there is no possibility of selling as by products.

 It is considered that the impact of the quarry operations are minimised by the 
implementation of an effective rehabilitation management strategy which involves all 
personnel and by maintaining an acceptable visual amenity of the site;

 Effective mitigation measures will include:
 Maintaining  top soil stockpiles to ensure that they are suitable for re-use during 

rehabilitation;
 Establishing batter terminal slopes in the pit to suit the final use as water storage;
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 Restricting unauthorised entry (installing fence) to the water storage; and
 Undertaking appropriate rehabilitation by ripping and placing topsoil on site areas 

where the earth has been compacted by heavy vehicle movements (processing area 
and site roads).

 The site is being audited, on a regular basis, of the pest management procedures which 
form part of the Site Based Management Plan;

 Weeds are being monitored and treated on the site and any noxious weeds can be 
reported; and

 Investigations are undertaken and corrective actions implemented as a result of a non-
conformance and these are documented within the Environmental Audit Checklist.

The Rehabilitation Management Plan defines both short to medium term and long term 
objectives. This plan also refers to rehabilitation activities in the form of principal rehabilitation 
domains such as Main Pit Domain, Upper Southern Domain, Eastern Domain and Entrance 
Domain. In addition, rehabilitation procedures have been identified as follows:
 Final Void below Top Water Level;
 Final Void above Top Water Level;
 Existing Roads Constructed;
 Safety Bunds;
 Areas Excavated to Natural Ground Level;
 Final Batter Slopes;
 Areas Backfilled and Shaped;
 Graded Final Slopes; and
 Construction of Drainage Controls.

In summary, Rehabilitation Management Plan will address erosion management, weed 
management, rehabilitation methodology, rehabilitation staging and monitoring. This Plan will also 
concentrate on the four principal rehabilitation domains which are centred on the final catchment 
areas on the site. Surface water management, revegetation procedures and rehabilitation 
maintenance will form part of the sustainable management of the final landform of the Shepton 
Quarry site.

7.0 TRAINING
Shepton Quarry operations involve 6 employees. Employees are trained in the Council’s Safety, 
Health and Environment Policy to increase awareness in environmental issues that may occur on 
the site. During training, all employees to the site where relevant to their work area, are made 
aware of the following:
 Use of water truck for dust suppression.
 Covering loads prior to leaving the site.
 Inclusion of an environmental checklist in the Employee Induction programme if deemed 

necessary.
 Design/management of stockpiles to emit little or no wind borne dust.
 Maintenance of site roads and drainage systems.
 Management of sediment collection.
 Promoting a working knowledge of the site drainage system design.
 Recognising and reporting any drainage issues to the relevant appointed person.
 Reporting any complaints on environmental issues to the relevant appointed person.
 Understanding the importance of monitoring and maintaining data and the relevance of the 

data, maximum allowable limits and detection limits and how it relates to their work areas.
 All site works are approved by an authorised person.
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The Site Manager is the principal contact between the community and employees and relevant 
government organisations in order to provide consistent and credible feedback in relation to 
issues raised and considered important to the community.

Employees are trained to competent levels in the following areas:
 Implementation of the Safety, Health and Environmental Policy;
 The Council and Shepton Quarry’s objectives in relation to environmental performance;
 Introduction of procedures that minimise environmental impacts;
 Identification of environmental hazards and contingency plans to handle unplanned 

occurrences;
 The site organisation structure with associated roles for each employee; and
 Record keeping to high standards on environmental issues.

8.0 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
The Stormwater Management Plan will be prepared and submitted to Council before the Public 
Notification stage of this development application or as part of any Information Request (if any) to 
be issued by Council and/or the SARA.

It is envisaged that the Stormwater management Plan will include, but not limited to, the following:
 Erosion control measures;
 Minimising disturbed areas;
 Diversion bunds/drains;
 Catch drain treatments;
 Sediment control measures such as sediments fences, check dams, straw bale sediment 

trap and sediment basins;
 Calculation of water storage volumes;
 Site practices; and
 Competency.

9.0 NOISE
The existing quarry operations at the Shepton Quarry are carried out by such practicable means 
which are deemed necessary to prevent the emission or likelihood of noise that constitutes 
environmental nuisance. Shepton Quarry is able to carry out noise monitoring if requested by any 
administering authority to investigate any complaint of noise nuisance and the results notified 
within 14 days to the administering authority. This monitoring would include:
 LA 10, adj, 10 mins
 LA 1, adj, 10 mins;
 The level and frequency of occurrence of impulsive or tonal noise;
 Atmospheric conditions including wind speed and direction;
 Effects due to extraneous factors such as traffic noise, and location, date and time of the 

recording.
Shepton Quarry would ensure that the method of measurement and reporting of noise levels is 
compliant with the latest edition of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Noise Measurement 
Manual. The nearest residence to Shepton Quarry is located approximately 271 metres from the 
nearest stockpile area close to the Office. To date no complaints have been received in relation to 
the quarry operations which proves that the operations on the site cause negligible or no harmful 
and adverse environmental noise nuisance.

10.0 DUST

Version: 1, Version Date: 12/11/2015
Document Set ID: 863887



Shepton Quarry Page 44
31/08/15

Shepton Quarry operations use water for dust suppression on crushing, screening and 
transportation. Pre-coat and water are also used for mitigating the adverse impacts from dust on 
stockpiles.

11.0 WASTE MANAGEMENT
Shepton Quarry does not burn waste on the site as such waste is collected and disposed of by a 
registered operator and taken off the site in order for waste to be disposed of in a regulated 
manner. Shepton Quarry will inform the relevant administering authority of any incident in which it 
is aware that the removed regulated waste from the quarry site has been disposed in a manner 
which is not authorised or is improper and unlawful. The reporting will happen as soon as 
practicable with all relevant facts, matters and circumstances known concerning the disposal.

All plant and equipment are serviced off-site in Capella and Emerald.

12.0 TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT
The Shepton Quarry operations involve an average truck movements (each truck to and from the 
quarry site) of 20,811 trips (refer Table 11 Total Annual Transactions for Shepton Quarry). 
Traffic Assessment report will be provided prior to public notification and as part of the Information 
Response (if any).  Although it should be noted, the significant downturn in trips during 13-14 and 
14-15 due to downturn in quarry sales and prevailing economic climate.

Year Number of Single Annual Transactions
01.07.09 – 30.06.10 9,701 
01.07.010 – 30.06.11 12,486
01.07.11 – 30.06.12 16,538
01.07.12 – 30.06.13 15268
01.07.13 – 30.06.14 6,040
01.07.14 – 26.05.15 2,400
TOTAL 62433
TOTAL ROUND TRIP (SINGLE TRIP X 2) 124,866
AVERAGE ROUND TRIP (ROUND TRIP/6 
YEARS)

20,811

Table 11: Shepton Quarry Total Annual Transactions

13.0 ON-SITE SEWERAGE FACILITY
On 31 January 2013, Central Highlands Regional Council issued a Decision Notice (Council 
reference Number PL303-2013) for the new ablution block for the on-site sewerage facility 
comprising the septic system and land application area. A plumbing final certificate for this work 
was issued on 6 March 2013 (refer Appendix 5 Plumbing Compliance Permit and Plumbing Final 
Certificate respectively). 

14.0 PLANNING GROUNDS
This Development Application has been made under Section 243 of the SPA and as such seeks 
to formalise the existing quarry operations at Shepton Quarry site which already have relevant 
and effective development approvals from the Queensland Government for the Environmentally 
Relevant Activities. Further, the application is subject to Impact Assessment and must be decided 
in accordance with the rules governing this type of application. These are Sections 323 to 326 in 
the first instance and subsequently Sections 327 to 329.

Section 326 of the decision making rules states:
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(1) The assessment manager’s decision must not conflict with a relevant instrument unless—

(a) the conflict is necessary to ensure the decision complies with a State planning regulatory 
provision; or

(b) there are sufficient grounds to justify the decision, despite the conflict; or

(c) the conflict arises because of a conflict between—

(i) 2 or more relevant instruments of the same type, and the decision best achieves 
the purposes of the instruments; or

(ii) 2 or more aspects of any 1 relevant instrument, and the decision best achieves the 
purposes of the instrument.

The introduction of the SPA also coincided with the adoption of the Statutory Guideline 05/09 – 
Sufficient grounds for decision that conflict with a relevant instrument, which forms part of the the 
framework for the following discussion of planning grounds in support of the proposal.

The development application is Impact Assessable and therefore is required to be assessed 
against the relevant instruments specified in section 314 of the SPA, including:

(a) the State planning regulatory provisions;

(b) the regional plan for a designated region, to the extent it is not identified in the planning 
scheme as being appropriately reflected in the planning scheme;

(c) if the assessment manager is not a local government—the laws that are administered by, 
and the policies that are reasonably identifiable as policies applied by, the assessment 
manager and that are relevant to the application;

(d) State planning policies, to the extent the policies are not identified in

(i) any relevant regional plan as being appropriately reflected in the regional plan; or

(ii) the planning scheme as being appropriately reflected in the planning scheme;

(e) a structure plan;

(f) for development in a declared Master Planned area - all Master Plans for the area;

(g) a temporary local planning instrument;

(h) a preliminary approval to which section 242 applies;

(i) a planning scheme;

(j) for development not in a planning scheme area -any planning scheme or temporary local 
planning instrument for a planning scheme area that may be materially affected by the 
development;

(k) if the assessment manager is an infrastructure provider - the priority infrastructure plan.
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The following provides sufficient grounds to justify approval of the Application:
 This development commenced its operations in 1989 and there is no documented 

evidence to indicate any type of complaints from the owners and occupiers of adjoining 
properties in relation to nuisance arising from the operations from the site;

 The Shepton Quarry site is designated for the extractive resources overlay map in the 
Peak Downs Shire Planning Scheme (Amendment No. 1) 2011. As such, the quarry 
operations are ideally located;

 This development contributes to the economy of the Central Highlands Region and the 
State;

 The development is considered to operate with minimal adverse impacts within the site 
and in the surrounding environment;

 The development  already has approvals from the Queensland Government in relation to 
all Environmentally Relevant Activities; and

 The development already has relevant approvals from the Central Highlands Regional 
Council in relation to On-Site Sewerage Facility.

In summary, the need for the development has been demonstrated to the extent that the 
development is considered to be an appropriate use contributing to the economy of the area and 
provide employment opportunities to the community.  The development is consistent with the 
desired environmental outcomes in the Peak Downs Shire Planning Scheme (Amendment No. 1) 
2011 and there are sufficient grounds in support approval of this development. This development 
supports the purpose of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 which is to achieve ecological 
sustainability by coordinating planning at all levels of government and by managing the 
development process as well as the impacts of development.

15.0 CONCLUSION
This development application will formalise the Shepton Quarry operations which already have 
relevant approvals from both The Queensland Government and Central Highlands Regional 
Council.

The proposal has been assessed against the relevant matters as required at Section 313, 314 
and 317 of the SPA, and is considered to be consistent with the relevant Regulatory Provisions, 
SPPs and the DEOs of the Planning Scheme. In this regard it is noted that:

 The proposed development is consistent with the Desired Environmental Outcomes for the 
Planning Scheme;

 The proposal formalises the existing quarry operations which operate with minimal 
adverse effects on the environment; and

 The proposal represents sound planning, will not result in any potential adverse impacts 
on the amenity of the surrounding environment and is considered entirely appropriate 
within its locality.

On the basis of the assessment contained within this report, Council is requested to favourably 
consider the development application subject to reasonable and relevant conditions.
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Report prepared by: Report approved by:
Patterson Ngwira Michelle Webster
Land Development Officer General Manager
Commercial Services Commercial Services
Central Highlands Regional Council Central Highlands Regional Council
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APPENDIX 1: IDAS FORMS 1 (APPLICATION DETAILS) AND 5 
(MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE) AND OWNER’S CONSENT
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APPENDIX 2A: CENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL 
REHABILITATION PLANNING FOR SHEPTON QUARRY DRAFT REPORT 
NO. 01
APPENDIX 1: REHABILITATION PLANNING FOR SHEPTON QUARRY

Rehabilitation Planning
for 

Shepton Quarry

Prepared by:

Bob Ware | Quarry Manager
Central Highlands Regional Council

Address | PO Box 21 | EMERALD QLD 4720
P   07 4986 4400   M  0417 285434  
E  bware@chrc.qld.gov.au W   www.centralhighlands.qld.gov.au 
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Introduction

Scope
This document has been prepared by Bob Ware for Central Highlands Regional Council 
as a record of proposals for the final landform and rehabilitation activities planned for the 
Shepton Quarry throughout and at end of its remaining operational life. 

Background
Planning for the ongoing operation of the Shepton Quarry has highlighted the need to 
maximise surface stabilisation and minimise the visual impact of the existing and future 
operations and to ensure that wherever practicable:

 progressive rehabilitation is employed on all future areas of disturbance; and

 maximum benefit is obtained from the available soil and biomass resource removed 
throughout the remaining life of the quarry.

The rehabilitation procedures to be adopted at the Shepton Quarry include proven 
techniques used elsewhere in the mining and/or quarrying industries. The specific 
techniques used at the Shepton Quarry will be continually reviewed and refined on the 
basis of the success of the techniques applied both at the quarry and elsewhere. The 
results of all rehabilitation, and any refinements in the techniques applied at the Shepton 
Quarry, will be recorded in the relevant annual rehabilitation review documents.

Rehabilitation Objectives
The Central Highlands Regional Council objectives for the rehabilitation of the Shepton 
Quarry can be defined in both the short to medium term and long term.
In the short to medium term, ie. throughout the remaining operation life of the Shepton 
Quarry, it is the Central Highlands Regional Council’s objective to create a geotechnically 
stable landform as part of the extraction operation and to stabilise all earthworks, 
drainage lines and disturbed areas associated with both past and future activities in order 
to minimise erosion and the associated generation of sediment-laden water. Emphasis is 
to be placed upon annual programmed campaigns for both earthworks and revegetation 
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activities. These short term objectives will be achieved through the design of final slopes 
and extraction faces and the establishment of a stable vegetative cover in conjunction 
with short term erosion controls. It is envisaged that operations will target the upper levels 
of the extraction zone in the early stages of the quarries life. This approach will in the 
early stages display the benefits and effects of progressive rehabilitation.
The Central Highlands Regional Council’s long term objectives focus upon achieving a 
beneficial and sustainable long term land use. It is the council’s objective to:

 provide a low maintenance, geotechnically stable and safe landform which is 
commensurate with water storage for on farm/rural land use;

 as far as practicable, blend the final landform with the surrounding land fabric such 
that the final landform is not visually intrusive to the residents within the area or 
travellers on the Montrose Road; and

 revegetate with native tree and shrub species and/or pasture species comparable 
with the pre-existing vegetation communities. 

Figure 1 displays the conceptual final bench plan for the benches above 205 AHD.
With the exception of the final void, the final landform features will be profiled to blend as 
far as practicable with the surrounding topography.

Approach to Rehabilitation Planning
The proposed rehabilitation plan focuses on the final land use when discussing the final 
landform noting the need for a good standard of revegetation in those areas where 
visibility is an important issue.  
The rehabilitation plan should be compiled by adopting the following approach.
1. The proposed final boundaries of the Quarry Pit are to be superimposed onto the 

existing topography to assist in defining the boundaries of the final voids and the 
redundant components of the site eg. roads, bund walls etc.  The top water level of 
the void should also be established.

2. The existing/proposed catchment boundaries must be identified on the site layout 
to ensure adequate sediment control structures are present in each catchment.

3. The following areas have been identified on site and must be recorded on the final 
site layout.

a) Areas of previously placed fill material that should be excavated and removed 
from their current locations.

b) Areas where access will or will not be required at the end of the quarry life.

c) Areas where backfilling and shaping is required to achieve a useful landform.

d) Existing batter slopes considered to be too steep will be reduced in angle.
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e) Areas where rubble drains will be needed to reduce scouring from runoff 
flowing down final slopes.

f) Areas where long term safety bunding will be required to ensure the 
proposed land use(s) can be fully implemented.

The final slopes, locations of roads and drainage structures have to be established for 
each component on site.
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Rehabilitation Domains
For the purposes of describing the proposed rehabilitation activities, reference is made to 
four principal rehabilitation domains centred on the final catchment areas on site. Within 
each of the four principal domains, a series of component areas have been identified. 
Each component area will involve a different form of rehabilitation. Figure 2 displays the 
boundaries of each of the domains.
Details of each of the components within the seven principal domains are set out as 
follows.

1. Main Pit Domain – Area = ?ha 
– Final void (water filled to 200m AHD).
– Existing roads decommissioned.
– Proposed roads constructed.
– Perimeter safety bund and residual operational areas.

2. Upper Southern Domain – Area = ?ha
– All benches above 205AHD are to incorporate terraced benching with heights 

7.5 to a maximum 10 metres.
– Placement of a minimum 1- 2 metres of topsoil and revegetated.
– Final batter slope created.
– Existing roads decommissioned.
– Construction of rock flumes.

3. Eastern Domain – Area = ?ha
– Area excavated to natural ground level.
– Areas backfilled and shaped.
– Final batter slopes created.
– Safety bund around pit void to be placed.
– Alternate roads and hardstand areas ripped and revegetated.
– Retention of existing pit access road.
– Retention of the Southeast Filter Dam, with retention wall to be lifted and 

strengthened.
– Construction of a rock flume between the sediment dam and main void.
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4. Entrance Domain – Area = ?ha
– Area excavated to natural ground level.
– Existing hardstand areas to be ripped/revegetated.
– Final slopes constructed and graded.
– Retention of existing entrance road.

Figure 1: Boundaries of each Domain

Rehabilitation Procedures
Landform Construction
The rehabilitation procedures to be adopted by Central Highlands Regional Council 
at Shepton Quarry will generally be consistent for each of the components across 
the Quarry Site, irrespective of the domain. The activities involved for each 
procedure are outlined as follows.
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Final Void below Top Water Level
At the completion of extraction within the Main Pit, Council will leave the final 
extraction faces below the top water level as they were created during the period of 
extraction. All excess blasted material will be removed from each pit. It is proposed 
to retain the final section of the access road into the pit to enable light vehicles to 
travel to the water’s edge at any time throughout its use as water storage. The 
entrance point to the pit will be just above the high water level will be fitted with a 
gate (and locked).

Final Void above Top Water Level
The area between the nominated top water level and the proposed safety bund will 
either be left as a series of extraction benches and faces that will be terraced and 
vegetated, or wide flat areas left from extraction. The height of the retained 
extraction faces will vary from 7.5m to 10m. The 7.5m extraction faces will be left on 
the south side of the Main Pit above 205m AHD in the area which is highly visible 
from distant vantage points, particularly the Montrose Road. 
Each of the extraction benches (irrespective of width) will be left with approximately 
1m of well graded overburden material to provide a substrate for the growth of a 
range of native trees and shrubs. Wherever practicable, the overburden will be 
placed in its final location prior to the last blast on each level before the relevant 
section of the bench is isolated.

Existing Roads Decommissioned
A number of the existing roads are likely to be surplus to the needs for the 
subsequent land uses. The need for each section of road will be reviewed following 
the completion of its use for quarry-related purposes and, when appropriate, the 
section of road will be cross-ripped at close centres and revegetated.

Proposed Roads Constructed
The principal road to be constructed will provide access across the 205m AHD 
existing entrance road to the Main Pit. The road will be 12m wide and shaped to 
direct all runoff towards the Main Pit. 

Safety Bunds
A series of safety bunds will be constructed progressively around the final edges of 
Main Pit and adjacent to the access road through the eastern corner of the Main Pit. 
These safety bunds will be constructed predominantly with blasted rock 0.2m to 
0.6m in diameter and selectively placed to a height of approximately 1.2m and set 
back approximately 3m from the nearby extraction face. It is not proposed to 
revegetate the safety bunds. Any residual operational areas adjacent to the inside of 
the safety bunds will be revegetated following the placement of up to 1m of well 
graded overburden material.

Areas Excavated to Natural Ground Level
A range of materials have been stockpiled/used to create operational areas for the 
existing operation. In some cases, particularly in the product stockpiling area, some 
products have been left and the area has gradually risen in height. It is proposed that 
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these materials are excavated and placed in various areas across the site as part of 
the rehabilitation of other component areas.

Final Batter Slopes
Any of the existing steep slopes around the Shepton Quarry Site will be reduced in 
slope to produce a final batter slope typically 1:3 (Vertical to Horizontal). This will be 
achieved through one or more of the following.
1. Various materials will be placed at the base of the existing steep slopes to 

provide a base for material pushed over from above.

2. Various materials will be transported to the top of the steep face and tipped 
over the face to accumulate at the base of the face.

3. All material within the upper sections of the steep slope will be pushed over 
the steep face and the overall height and slope of the face reduced. After the 
completion of the creation of the final slope, the slope will be topsoiled with 
what topsoil is available and ripped at close centres parallel to contour and 
revegetated principally through direct seeding.

Areas Backfilled and Shaped
Various areas within the quarry have already been substantially modified through the 
placement of overburden materials. In order to make these areas useful the Council 
will undertake further material placement in these areas. This placement, combined 
with the creation of final batter slopes, will create areas designated for rural usage.

Graded Final Slopes
A number of the existing operational areas around the Shepton Quarry are 
comparatively flat and in some cases have a build-up of products. It is proposed 
following the removal of all plant and equipment at the completion of its use for 
quarry-related purposes these flat areas will be cross-ripped at close centres, 
topsoiled and revegetated to create useful areas for the subsequent rural land uses. 

Construction of Drainage Controls
The final landform will be shaped/contoured in such a way that will incorporate 
drainage controls for the collection, diversion and storage of water on site. In some 
areas, it will be necessary to construct rock flumes to avoid scouring on created 
slopes before the runoff reaches natural drainage lines within the Shepton Quarry 
Site.

Surface Water Management
The final landforms will require the installation/construction of a range of water 
management structures to achieve stable long term landform. 
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Revegetation Procedures
The final landforms within the Quarry Site will be vegetated to varying densities to 
provide both stability of the final surface and to improve the visibility aspects. All 
native species used for revegetation will be local to the Capella/Emerald area.
It is proposed that the native vegetation will be established through a combination of 
direct seeding and propagation of tube-stock.
Distinction will be made when positioning the various tree and shrub species with 
respect to their location on the final slopes. Those species on the lower slopes will 
have a greater preference for moisture than those identified as preferring the higher, 
drier slopes.
The Quarry Management proposes to undertake a program of direct seeding and 
tube-stock planting each year. The exact time of direct seeding will be dependent 
upon the time of flowering and abundance of seed.  It is proposed that tube-stock will 
be planted out each autumn.
Council also intends to undertake a program of vegetation enhancement (with 
targeted weeding programs) in the areas already vegetated and planned for long 
term nature conservation.

Rehabilitation Maintenance
Councils commitment to expeditious and effective rehabilitation will involve an 
ongoing maintenance program including:

 re-seeding and, if necessary re-topsoiling;

 replacement of any damaged tree guards;

 re-instalment/repair of drainage controls; and

 a noxious weed eradication program.

where necessary, temporary fences installed to exclude grazing by 
native and feral animals.
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APPENDIX 2B: PROGRESSIVE REHABILITATION FOR SHEPTON 
QUARRY
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APPENDIX 3: CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION AND NOTICE OF 
DECISION – DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL EPA NUMBER 
IPCE000359306B11
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APPENDIX 4: DECISION NOTICE NUMBER EPPR00677213
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APPENDIX 5: PLUMBING FINAL CERTIFICATE AND PLUMBING 
COMPLIANCE PERMIT
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APPENDIX 6: DECISION NOTICE FOR PERMIT NUMBER: 
EPPR00677213
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APPENDIX 7: CERTIFICATE OF TITLE SEARCH
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