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1. Introduction 

Central Highlands Regional Council (council) is seeking offers for the Lease of Hangar 1 
located at the Emerald Airport (airport). 

2. Background Information 

2.1 General 

The airport is owned and operated by council and is located approximately six kilometres 
south of Emerald’s town centre. The airport is serviced by QantasLink and Virgin Australia 
(in partnership with Alliance Airlines), with regular general aviation operations.  

The airport is the only publicly accessible, high capacity, commercial and general aviation 
airport in the Central Highlands region. A large portion of locals, tourists, businesspeople, 
health services and the fly in fly out (FIFO) workforce rely on flights to and from the airport.  

The airport has a catchment area that extends as far as Rolleston to the south, Clermont to 
the north, Alpha to the west and Duaringa to the east, as shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1 – Central Highlands Catchment Area 

 
 

In 1999/2000 the former Emerald Shire Council refurbished and extended the terminal 
building which was officially opened in November 2000. In 2010 council extended the 
terminal building and car park due to increased demand. These extensions where officially 
opened in February 2011.  

In 2014, due to heightened activity largely attributable to the mining boom, the need for the 
expansion of the aircraft parking apron was required to cater for increased passenger and 
freight movement. The upgrade included the addition of three large aircraft parking bays, two 
dedicated freight bays, a helipad, taxiway, covered walkway, stormwater detention basin and 
associated concrete drainage system. 

Council embarked on several capital investment projects during 2019 which included 
Australia’s first Stone Mastic Asphalt Runway. The General Aviation Apron was extended to 
accommodate more and larger aircraft. Tie down points are now integrated into the apron. 
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For 2020 the focus was on the expansion of the airport terminal, which included extension of 
the car park drop off area, new car park equipment, security systems, constructing a new 
screening hall and the installation of upgraded security screening equipment.  

The successful completion of the above works resulted in Emerald Airport being the recipient 
of a number of awards, both technical in nature (such as awards from the Institute of Public 
Works Engineering Australasia and the Australian Asphalt Pavement Association) as well as 
industry recognition (Large Regional Airport of the Year 2021 from the Australian Airports 
Association). 

2.2 Regional Context 

As noted above, the airport is the only regular public transport airport in the region. A large 
portion of the locals, tourists, businesspeople, health services and FIFO workforce rely on 
flights to and from emerald airport.  

The airport is a key connection for the region to Brisbane and beyond, with some airport 
passengers travelling over three hours by road to catch a flight.  

The airport is also used for airfreight, with the Central Highlands Development Corporation 
expressing interest to expand airfreight capability and capacity in the future to move produce 
via air instead of the traditional road freight. The airport also services general aviation, 
charter and emergency services.  

In terms of comparison with other airports in the region that have regular public transport 
services to Brisbane, Emerald is busier than the inland airports at Roma and Moranbah, 
although less busy than the airports on the coast such as Rockhampton and Mackay as 
shown within Figure 2. 

Passenger numbers fluctuate from time to time at the airport. During the mining boom almost 
300,000 passengers per annum were serviced. That reduced post the construction boom to 
around 200,000 passengers per annum prior to Covid, with numbers stabilising during the 
pandemic around 155,000 passengers per annum. 

Figure 3 – Emerald Passenger Movement Trend 

 

There is also a significant seasonality to the numbers, highlighting periods of holidays, 
resource shut downs etc.  
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2.3 Socio-Economic Context 

The region has the following socio-economic characteristics.  

Table 1- Central Highlands Socio-Economic Characteristics  

Characteristic                                                                                              Value 

Population (2018)                                                                                       28,645 

Median age (2017)                                                                                       33.3 

Total born overseas (2016)                                                                         10.8% 

Median equivalised total household income (weekly) (2016)             $1,094 

Average family size (2016)                                                                           2.6 

Main employing industry (2016)                                                           Mining (24.3%) 

Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics for Central Highlands (dates as indicated) 

The Central Highlands region is a small but prosperous region, with a diverse economy 
based on coal mining, and the associated infrastructure and construction projects, 
agriculture and horticulture, small and medium enterprises, professional and government 
sectors, health and education services, and a growing tourism market.  

Based on research and data analysis conducted by council, between 2016 and 2036, the 
population of Central Highlands is projected to increase by over 7,200 people. The average 
annual projected growth rate between 2016 and 2026 is 1.1%. 

The Central Highlands boasts low unemployment of 4.1%, coupled with household 
incomes higher than state average. Around a quarter of residents in the Central 
Highlands earn over $1,500 per week, compared to 11.8% for Queensland.  

Living in the Central Highlands is a lifestyle choice, with more than half of residents 
categorised as couples with children, compared to 43% across Queensland. Compared 
to other regions, more residents choose to live and work in the Central Highlands, 
rather than participate in the FIFO lifestyle.  

3. Specification 

3.1 Lease Agreement Type and Rent 

The Lease is for a period of three (3) years. 

Rent will be as agreed between Council and the successful Respondent. 
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4. Hangar Details 

4.1 Location 

Hangar 1 is in the northern portion or the Emerald Airport, as indicated on the below aerial 
image.   

  

  

Hangar 1 
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4.2 Size 

The hangar measures 12m x 12m in size, 3m in height at its lowest point and 4.4m at its 
heights point. The hangar and has a concrete floor with an open front and one side, as 
shown in the below picture.  

 

 


