COUNCIL AGENDA

General Council Meeting
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the provisions of the
Local Government Regulation 2012, that the next
Meeting of the Central Highlands Regional Council will be
held in the Council Chambers, 65 Egerton Street,
Emerald on

Tuesday 28 June 2022
At 11.00am
For the purpose of considering the items included on the agenda.
Sharon Houlihan
Chief Executive Officer

LATE AGENDA
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1.

DECISION ACTION

1.1. Amendment to fees and charges - Right to Information Access Fees
DECISION REPORT
Date:

28 June 2022

Presentation Duration: Approx. 10 minutes

To:

General Council Meeting

Author:

Helen Kirby, Acting Manager Finance

Authorising Officer:

Margaret Gatt, General Manager Corporate Services

File Reference:

<ECM Reference>

Presented for:

Decision

ATTACHMENTS:
1. RTI 2022-23 Fees, Charges and Allowances [1.1.1 - 3 pages]
PURPOSE:
The purpose of this report is to recommend an update of the adopted 2022-23 Fees and Charges Register
to reflect an increase to the 2022-23 Right to Information access application fee and processing charge.
These increases are in accordance with the amendment of the Right to Information Regulation 2009 (RTI
Regulation) made on 23 June 2022, with respect to applications from 1 July 2022.
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION:
That Central Highlands Regional Council adopt the following amendments to the 2022-23 Fees and
Charges Register:
1. The Right to Information Access Application Fee to $53.90 (goods and services tax exempt).
2. The Right to Information Processing Charge to $8.35 (goods and services tax exempt) for each
fifteen minutes or part thereof.
REPORT:
Background
In accordance with section 97 of the Local Government Act 2009 (LG Act), Central Highlands Regional
Council (council) is required to maintain a register of cost recovery fees and charges. Council adopted the
2022-23 Fees and Charges Register on 23 March 2022, which takes effect from 1 July 2022.
At the time of adoption, the increase for the Right to Information (RTI) access application fee and
processing charge had not been notified. On 24 June 2022, the Department of State Development,
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (DSDILGP) emailed council advising of the applicable
2022-23 fees that had been determined by the Department of Justice and Attorney-General.
Discussion/Current issue
Fees and charges for applications made under the Right to Information Act 2009 (RTI Act) are set out in the
RTI Regulation and usually increase each financial year. On 23 June 2022, an amendment was made to
the RTI Regulation to reflect an increase in the application fee and the processing charge.
For 2022-23, the access application fee will increase from $52.60 to $53.90, and the processing charge
from $8.15 to $8.35. Both these fees are exempt from GST under subsection 81-10(1) of the GST
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legislation. There is no change made to the RTI copying charge ($0.25), which will remain as per the 202122 fee.
DSDILGP advised council on 24 June 2022 of the applicable fees for 2022-23 that had been released by
the Department of Justice and Attorney-General. An amendment is therefore required to council’s current
adopted 2022-23 fees and charges schedule to reflect these increases, which will relate to all applications
from 1 July 2022. To ensure the validity of an RTI access application, the payment of the correct fee is
required.
CONSIDERATIONS / IMPLICATIONS:
Corporate/Operational Plan Reference/Policy/Legislation:
5. Leadership and Governance.
5.4.2 - Ensure the long-term financial sustainability of the region through prudent financial
management and budgeting.
Legislation:
Local Government Act 2009
Right to Information Act 2009
Right to Information Regulation 2009
Budget/Financial/Resourcing:
Fees and charges are generally set in conjunction with the budget each year to ensure appropriate
and responsible revenue raising and to provide a source of funding for programs delivered by
council.
Communication/Engagement:
The DSDILGP advised council by email on 24 June 2022 of the amended fees released by the
Department of Justice and Attorney-General.
Risk Assessment:
To ensure compliance with the Right to Information Regulation 2009, the fees adopted and levied
must be in accordance with the legislation. In adopting cost recovery fees, Council must ensure that
the fee does not exceed the actual cost of the service provision.
Additionally, to ensure the validity of an RTI access application, the payment of the correct fee is
required.
Timings/Deadlines:
The amended fees are applicable to applications from 1 July 2022.
Conflict of Interest Declaration:
Council officers contributing to the preparation and approval of this report have no conflicts of
interest to declare.
Human Rights Impact:
No
Alternatives Considered:
Nil

- END OF REPORT -
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Grantley Cocks
From:
Sent:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Matt Woodforth <matt.woodforth@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au>
Friday, 24 June 2022 8:56 AM
DILGP Right to Information
FW: 2022-23 Fees, Charges and Allowances
SCHEDULE.pdf

Good morning
Please see the below advice from Department of Justice and Attorney-General regarding changes to the application
fee and processing charge for applications made under the Right to Information Act 2009.
Kind regards

Matt Woodforth
Principal RTI Officer
Information, ICT Governance and Risk
Department of State Development, Infrastructure,
Local Government and Planning

P 07 3452 6961
Level 18, 1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 4000
PO Box 15009, City East QLD 4002

statedevelopment.qld.gov.au

From: Belinda Zieth <Belinda.Zieth@justice.qld.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 24 June 2022 8:00 AM
To:
Subject: 2022-23 Fees, Charges and Allowances
Good morning
The amendments to the fee regulations to change from a dollar value to a fee unit were scheduled for Executive
Council consideration on 23 June 2022 for commencement 1 July 2022.
On 23 June 2022, Her Excellency the Governor, by Minute number 216, approved the Justice Legislation (Fee Unit
Conversion and Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2022 which amends various fees, charges, remuneration and
allowances in certain regulations made under the Acts, as set out in the enclosed Schedule.
The Right to Information access application fee and processing charge will increase from Friday, 1 July 2022.
New application fee: $53.90
1

Central Highlands Regional Council

5 of 7

Agenda - General Council Meeting - 28 June 2022 - Late Agenda

New processing charge: $8.35/15 minutes
There has been no change made to the copying charge.
The Justice Legislation (Fee Unit Conversion and Other Matters) Amendment Regulation 2022 can be found at View Queensland Legislation - Queensland Government.
It should be noted, as per Queensland Treasury instructions in the Principles of Fees and Charges, from 1 July 2022
fees will be displayed in agency regulations as a number of fee units, not dollars. To ensure ongoing transparency,
agencies are required to publish their schedule of fees in dollar amounts, in a way that ensures they are easily
accessible by all members of the community. For example, agency website, informational brochures, etc.
In addition, the schedule of fees must include what date the fees were last indexed and by what rate/percentage
(i.e. the Government Indexation Rate for the relevant period).
Accordingly, the following must commence 1 July 2022:



update published fees to the new indexed amount as a dollar value; and
publish the following sentence:
“Our fees and charges increase on 1 July each year. On 1 July 2022 our fees and charges were increased by
2.5% in line with Government’s indexation policy. You can contact us to find out details about specific fees,
charges or prices.”

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact me.
Kind Regards
Belinda Zieth
Principal Executive Officer
Right to Information and Privacy
Department of Justice and Attorney-General
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------GPO Box 149, BRISBANE Qld 4001
P: 07 3738 9892 E: belinda.zieth@justice.qld.gov.au
DRAFT YOUR OWN PRIVACY STATEMENT by using On-Q!

****************************************************************
Please think about the environment before you print this message.
This email and any attachments may contain confidential, private or legally privileged information and may be
protected by copyright. You may only use it if you are the person(s) it was intended to be sent to and if you use it in
an authorised way. No one is allowed to use, review, alter, transmit, disclose, distribute, print or copy this email
without appropriate authority.
If you are not the intended addressee and this message has been sent to you by mistake, please notify the sender
immediately, destroy any hard copies of the email and delete it from your computer system network. Any legal
privilege or confidentiality is not waived or destroyed by the mistake.
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It is your responsibility to ensure that this email does not contain and is not affected by computer viruses, defects or
interferences by third parties or replication problems.
****************************************************************

This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and may be protected by copyright. You must not use or disclose
them other than for the purposes for which they were supplied. The confidentiality and privilege attached to this message and attachment is not waived
by reason of mistaken delivery to you. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use, disclose, retain, forward or reproduce this message or any
attachments. If you receive this message in error please notify the sender by return email or telephone, and destroy and delete all copies. The
Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage that may result from reliance on, or use of, any information contained in this email
and/or attachments.
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