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Program of events
Australia Day Awards  

Friday 26 January 2024 Springsure QLD

3.00 pm Commencement of Australia Day Awards

 National Anthem by Springsure State School

 Welcome speech by Cr. Carpenter

 Presentation of Awards

  Community Event of the Year Awar

  Arts and Cultural Award

  Junior Sportperson Award

  Senior Sportsperon/Administrator Award 

  Young Citizen of the Year Award

  Citizen of the Year Award

 Cutting and Serving of Cake

 End of Ceremony
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Australian National Anthem
Advance Australia Fair

Australians all let us rejoice, 

For we are one and free; 

We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil; 

Our home is girt by sea; 

Our land abounds in nature’s gifts 

Of beauty rich and rare; 

In history’s page, let every stage 

Advance Australia Fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

Advance Australia Fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross 

We’ll toil with hearts and hands; 

To make this Commonwealth of ours 

Renowned of all the lands; 

For those who’ve come across the seas 

We’ve boundless plains to share; 

With courage let us all combine 

To Advance Australia Fair. 

In joyful strains then let us sing, 

Advance Australia Fair.
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WELCOME TO THE AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 2024!
On Australia Day we celebrate all the 
things we love about Australia: land, 
sense of fair go, lifestyle, democracy,  
the freedoms we enjoy but particularly 
our people.

Australia Day is about acknowledging 
the contribution every Australian 
makes to our contemporary and 
dynamic nation. From our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people who 
have been here for more than 65,000 
years, to those who have lived here for 
generations, to those who have come 
from all corners of the globe to call our 
country home. 

The 26 January is an important date 
in Australia’s history that has evolved 
over time. Starting as a celebration for 
emancipated convicts, today it is a day 
to acknowledge past wrongs and show 
respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples’ survival, resilience and 
enduring culture.

It is also a day we pay respect to the 
stories, histories and contributions of 
the Australians who lived, worked and 
fought for the values and freedoms we 
often take for granted. 

And it is a day we celebrate the diversity 
of this nation’s people with our various 
cultures, traditions and belief systems.

Australia Day continues to be hugely 
popular, with 3 in 4 Australians believing 
it has a bigger meaning beyond being 
just a day off.

More than half of all Australians 
participate in Australia Day attending 
events organised by State Governments, 
local councils, community groups or 
getting together with family and friends.  
In addition, over 16,000 new Australians 
become citizens on Australia Day.
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Queensland Super Series Pedal Prix Grand Final

The Queensland Super Series Pedal Prix Grand Final attracted participants of 
all ages to Springsure, fostering a vibrant afternoon of racing and community 
involvement. Teams from across the state gathered, boosting local businesses and 
accommodation and establishing Springsure as a competitive venue for ongoing 
state tournaments. This inclusive event spanned the entire Central Highlands district, 
combining with a statewide pedal-powered vehicle final series. Drawing over 250 
student competitors from Goondiwindi to the Gold Coast, Mackay, and beyond, it 
brought along support staff, parents, and local communities, positively impacting 
our local economy. Beyond the economic boost, it provided an authentic STEM 
activity, linking classroom learning and promoting student engagement, community 
inclusivity, and future opportunities for allied health, safety, and wellbeing initiatives.

Community Event of the YEar Nominees
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ARTS AND CULTURAL AWARD NOMINEES

Darryl Black

Darryl promotes Springsure and the Highlands, and 
distributes informational books to tourists. Engaging 
with schools, he contributes to the education of 
children about local Aboriginal peoples and history. 
Advocating sobriety for two decades, Darryl’s 
inspiring journey resonates with those he influenced 
positively. Collaborating with anthropologists and 
archaeologists in the Central Highlands since age 
seventeen, he’s guided studies on the Ghungaloo 
People of Blackdown Tablelands, fostering an 
understanding of the region’s Aboriginal peoples 
and cultural heritage. Constantly sought after 
by individuals exploring their history, Darryl’s 
commitment to preserving and sharing cultural 
knowledge remains unwavering.
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Junior Sportsperson of the YEar Nominees

Isabella Woolcock

At 12, Isabella commenced clay target shooting, 
dedicating four years to the Springsure Gun Club. 
Accumulating accolades in various divisions, she’s 
earned respect among junior, senior, and veteran 
shooters statewide and nationally. Balancing 
shooting excellence with academic prowess, Bella 
consistently garners medals at The Cathedral 
College in Rockhampton. Beyond sports, she 
surpasses stewardship and community service 
requirements. A soccer enthusiast, she represented 
CQ in the 2022 state carnival. Recently appointed 
as Boarding Captain for 2024, Bella embraces 
mentoring roles. An extraordinary young woman, 
she inspires in shooting, excels academically, and 
enjoys high regard in her school community. With 
steadfast determination, Bella aims to represent 
Australia in the 2032 Brisbane Olympics, showcasing 
a remarkable journey since the inception of her 
shooting career.



7

Senior Sportsperson/Administrator 
of the year Nominees

Chrystal Iker

Chrystal, part of the Springsure Junior Mountain Man 
family since 2016, remains an unsung hero within 
the club. Her quiet dedication unfolds behind the 
scenes—whether setting up events, aiding in sign-on 
days, managing show catering, or fundraising. She 
ensures smooth operations on game days, working 
alongside the canteen coordinator. Post-game, 
Chrystal lingers, devoting extra hours to maintain the 
clubhouse meticulously. Her commitment extends to 
eight-plus hour days without a hint of complaint. As 
Chrystal and her family bid farewell to the Springsure 
Junior Mountain Men after seven years, the club 
expresses profound gratitude for her silent yet 
impactful service, embodying the essence of a true 
club volunteer.

Peter Spencer

Since 2018, Peter has led a community engagement 
project, fortifying the community through strategic 
partnerships focused on allied health, safety, and 
wellbeing, particularly in a school STEM activity. 
With unwavering commitment, he transforms 
the project from idea to reality, aligning it with a 
broader community vision. Peter invests over 80 
weekly hours, seeking industry input and forging 
robust partnerships. His exceptional ability to plan 
and execute events independently, like the 2023 
public auction, extends beyond the curriculum. 
Devoid of personal gain, he generously funds school 
and community projects, epitomizing a selfless 
commitment to community betterment.
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Dianne Sullivan

Over the past 13 years, Di and her family have been 
integral to the Springsure Junior Rugby League. 
Serving as the canteen coordinator for nine years, Di 
has selflessly dedicated countless hours to the club 
and the wider Central Highlands sporting community. 
Despite residing outside of town, she quietly 
commits late nights, post-game hours, lunch breaks, 
and Fridays during training, making a 140 km round 
trip to Emerald for supplies. From grant proposals 
to Springsure show catering, Di ensures the club’s 
excellence, orchestrating flawless presentation 
nights and fostering a welcoming atmosphere 
for all. As the 2023 season concludes her family’s 
tenure with the Springsure Junior Mountain Men, 
the community extends heartfelt gratitude for 
Di’s unwavering commitment, portraying the true 
essence of a dedicated volunteer.
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Citizen of the Year Nominees

Diann and Morris Hawkins

Diann and Morris embody the essence of ‘it takes 
a village to raise a child.’ Over 35 years, they’ve 
nurtured over 150 children, juggling this immense 
responsibility alongside raising their own three kids. 
Their unwavering commitment to fostering a secure 
and affectionate environment stands as a remarkable 
feat. Demonstrating the profound impact of love, 
the couple, through daily acts of kindness, leave 
enduring impressions. Esteemed by their community, 
Diann and Morris quietly labour behind the scenes, 
driven by a selfless belief that true joy lies in the 
happiness of those they assist. As unassuming 
pillars of inspiration, compassion, and wisdom, the 
community is fortunate to have such devoted figures.

Desley Abdy

Desley, a pillar of generosity and compassion in 
our community, has a rich history with the Working 
Horse Association, holding diverse committee roles 
and actively catering for Springsure events. As the 
owner-operator of the town’s Convenience Store, 
she generously sponsors various organizations, 
including the Gun Club, Junior Rugby League, and 
Springsure State School. Beyond business, Desley 
selflessly supports grieving families, delivers to the 
housebound. She has provided countless young 
people with their first job opportunities, nurturing 
their professional journey. Desley again stepped up 
during recent bushfires, supplying food to frontline 
firefighters.
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Rachel Pierce

Rachel’s remarkable initiative revitalized the 
Springsure Pastoral Show, Queensland’s oldest, 
rescuing it from dwindling numbers. In 2023, 
she orchestrated the Springsure Show Brumby 
Challenge, uniting Kosciuszko Rescue Brumbies 
with riders in a daring competition. Rachel’s year-
long dedication included creating engaging videos, 
securing sponsorships, and drawing attention 
through Facebook updates. The show’s success 
was unprecedented, attracting the largest crowd in 
37 years. Beyond this triumph, Rachel, a mother of 
four and cattle property co-manager, exemplifies 
community devotion. Her extensive volunteer work 
spans from the secretary of the Lochington Rec 
Club to chief instructor of the Springsure Pony Club, 
showcasing her selflessness and dedication.

Bill Muirhead

Bill, embodies selfless dedication as a long-time 
member of the Rural Fire Brigade in Springsure. 
Regardless of where a fire ignites in the district, Bill 
is the first to mobilize, loading his private vehicle 
with firefighting equipment and rushing to aid. An 
unwavering volunteer, he consistently puts the 
community’s safety first, offering his time, vehicle, 
fuel, and expertise without seeking anything in 
return. Bill’s extensive experience and invaluable 
rural fire knowledge, acquired over a lifetime of 
volunteering, make him an indispensable asset. 
Respected by countless property owners, he 
tirelessly works alongside anyone in need, making 
a lasting and positive impact during rural fire 
emergencies in the Springsure District.



Springsure road signage
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65 Egerton Street, Emerald QLD 4720 T. 1300 242 686

chrc.qld.gov.au

Subscribe to our weekly e-newsletter


